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This article has sought to explore the views of Adam Smith, the Scottish
Enlightenment philosopher, on the aforementioned issue, known as “tragic
pleasure” or the “paradox of tragedy.” In his book The Theory of Moral Sentiments,
Smith locates the solution to this problem neither in egoistic theories such as
Thomas Hobbes’s view (which attributes pleasure to the awatreness of one's own
safety) nor merely in David Hume’s formalist theory based on eloquent and refined
expression, but rather in the concept of “sympathy.” For him, sympathy is not an
automatic reaction but a process grounded in the faculty of imagination and moral
judgment. Through the imagination, the spectator places themselves in the situation
of the character, and the primary pleasure arises not from the suffering itself, but
from the “harmony of sentiments” and the “approval” of the character’s appropriate
emotions in that situation. Consequently, this theory, by emphasizing the inseparable
connection between aesthetics and ethics, appears to transform sympathy into a
means for cultivating virtue and benevolence, thus presenting a more comprehensive
and ethical solution to the paradox of tragedy compared to other proposed solutions.
Since his solution differs, on the one hand, from that of David Hume and resembles,
on the other, that of Edmund Burke, comparing it with the ideas of these two
thinkers and assessing the strengths and weaknesses of his viewpoint in contrast to
theirs has constituted the conclusion of the present study. The method of this
research has been descriptive-analytical, based on library data.
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Extended Abstract

This article examines one of the classical problems of aesthetics and philosophy of art,
namely "the paradox of tragedy" or "tragic pleasure." The issue is as follows: why do
human beings derive pleasure from watching the artistic representation of suffering and
calamity in tragedy, while observing similar scenes in real life is unpleasant and
distressing for them? This apparent paradox has occupied the minds of philosophers
since ancient times, but its peak of analytical engagement occurred during the
Enlightenment period, particularly among British empiricist philosophers.

The present article focuses on the viewpoint of Adam Smith, the 18th-century
Scottish philosopher, regarding this matter. Smith, in his principal work, The Theory of
Moral Sentiments (1759), while primarily addressing ethical issues, provides an answer to
this enigma. Prior to him, two major categories of solutions had been proposed for this
problem: egoistic solutions (such as the view of Thomas Hobbes, who considered
pleasure to arise from the spectator's awareness of his own safety) and formalist
solutions (such as the view of David Hume, who emphasized the role of eloquent
expression and artistic beauty in transforming negative emotions into pleasure). Smith
tinds both of these approaches inadequate and offers a third solution based on the more
complex concept of "sympathy." The article's objective is to systematically explain
Smith's solution and then evaluate its strengths and weaknesses in comparison with two
important contemporary solutions, namely the theories of Hume and Edmund Burke.

Methodology

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative approach. The required data have been gathered through library research,
studying the primary works of Adam Smith (especially The Theory of Moral Sentiments),
David Hume (the essay "Of Tragedy"), and Edmund Burke (A Philosophical Enquiry into
the Origin of Our ldeas of the Sublime and Beantiful), as well as related secondary and
interpretive works. Relying on these texts, the author first provides a precise elaboration
of Smith's position, then proceeds to analyze and evaluate these three theories by noting
their similarities and differences with the views of Hume and Burke.

Main Discussion: Smith's View and its Comparison with the Views of Hume
and Burke

1. Adam Smith's Solution to the Paradox of Tragedy: Smith locates the key to solving
the paradox in the process of "sympathy," but his interpretation of sympathy is not an
instinctive and automatic reaction. From his perspective, sympathy is an active,
cognitive process based on the faculty of imagination. Due to the epistemological gap
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between human beings, we can never directly apprehend the feelings of another;
therefore, it is only through imagination that we place ourselves in the situation of
another and form a conception of their emotions.

However, the culmination of Smith's theory lies here: the spectator's ultimate
pleasure does not stem from the sympathy with suffering itself (as this initial sympathy
can be unpleasant), but rather from the perception of harmony and concord between
the spectator's own feelings and the appropriate and fitting feelings of the suffering
character in that specific situation. This "harmony of sentiments" or "concord," which
Smith terms "moral approbation,” is inherently pleasurable. Thus, the source of tragic
pleasure is the spectatot's positive moral judgment regarding the appropriateness of the
character's reactions to the affliction endured. Tragedy provides an opportunity to
experience a systematic, ethically-judgmental sympathy whose ultimate result is a
pleasure rooted in the connection between aesthetics and ethics. Smith even claims that
this mechanism is activated not only in the contemplation of art but also in the
encounter with the real suffering of others.

2. Comparison with David Hume
Hume's view in his essay "Of Tragedy" is fundamentally formalist. According to him,
tragic pleasure arises from the artistic beauty of the work—such as eloquence, rhetoric,
and skill in representation. It is these formal qualities that "overpower" negative
emotions (such as pity and fear) and transform them into aesthetic pleasure. Therefore,
Hume emphasizes the transformative power of art.

In comparing Smith's view with Hume's, these key differences become evident:

* Focus: Hume emphasizes artistic form, whereas Smith emphasizes the
psychological-ethical mechanism of sympathy and approbation.

* Scope: Hume's theory faces difficulty in explaining the pleasure derived from
tragedies that are literarily weak or from real tragic narratives (such as
documentary reports of disasters). Smith's theory, relying on sympathy, can cover
both domains (art and reality).

* Role of Awareness: Hume (and critics like Addison) consider aesthetic
distance and awareness of the artificiality of the work as a necessary condition
for pleasure. Smith, however, diminishes this distinction, believing the pleasure
mechanism to be identical in real life and on the stage.

3. Comparison with Edmund Burke

Burke, in his Philosophical Enguiry, like Smith, identifies sympathy as the primary factor
of tragic pleasure and considers it a sign of benevolence and humanity. Therefore, both
agree in rejecting egoistic solutions and emphasizing other-regarding concern.
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However, Smith's analysis is more complex, systematic, and cognitive than Burke's
interpretation:

» Simplicity vs. Complexity: Burke's explanation is relatively simple and
instinctive, envisioning sympathy as an almost direct reaction. Smith sees
sympathy as a mediated process requiring the activity of imagination,
comprehension of the situation, and judgment.

* Role of Imagination and Judgment: Smith particularly emphasizes the pivotal
role of the faculty of imagination in bridging the gap between individuals.
Furthermore, he introduces the component of "approbation," which results
from a kind of moral judgment about the appropriateness of feelings. This
component is absent in Burke's theory.

» Agency: For Smith, sympathy is an active and selective process (e.g., we do
not sympathize with mere physical pain, but with the individual's moral reaction
to the pain), whereas in Burke's model, sympathy can appear more passive and
automatic.

Conclusion
The present article endeavors to demonstrate that Adam Smith, by offering a solution
based on sympathy combined with imagination and moral approbation, presents a
distinct and profoundly ethics-oriented answer to the paradox of tragedy. His theory
can be considered more evolved and comprehensive than the prevalent solutions of the
18th century.

= Strengths of Smith's theory include: 1) Comprehensiveness: The ability to
explain pleasure in both the realm of artistic representation and real tragic
situations; 2) Integration of Aesthetics and Ethics: Deeply linking artistic
pleasure with moral judgment and the cultivation of virtue; 3) Attention to the
Complex Psychology of the Spectator: Providing a nuanced analysis of the
internal process by incorporating elements of imagination, judgment, and
concord; 4) Transcending Egoism: Emphasizing other-regarding connection
rather than mere gratification from one's own safety.

* Potential challenges or weaknesses of this theory include: 1) Ambiguity
regarding the strength of the approbation mechanism: Whether the pleasure
arising from moral approbation is always strong enough to overcome the initial
unpleasantness of sympathizing with suffering requires further explanation; 2)
Diminishing the specific aesthetic experience: By equating the pleasure
mechanism in art and reality, the unique experience arising from awareness of
the work's representational nature (which Hume emphasized) might be
ovetlooked; 3) Complexity: His explanation is more complex than Burke's
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simpler model and may be less efficient in explaining the immediate and
instinctive pleasure derived from certain scenes.

In summary, Smith's solution is not only an alternative to previous egoistic
explanations but also, in comparison with his contemporaries, establishes a novel
balance between psychology, ethics, and aesthetics, showing how the thought of a moral
philosopher can shed light on fundamental aesthetic issues. This research is a step
towards introducing this less-seen aspect of Smith's thought and enriching the
discussion of tragic pleasure in the Persian intellectual tradition.
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