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This atticle seeks to explain and analyze the concept of “emotions/affects” at the
very heart or central core of the philosophy of education of Liz Jackson, a
contemporary philosopher of education, drawing on her books—especially
Emotions: Philosophy of Education in Action (2024)—and her articles. According
to Jackson, in recent decades, emotional well-being has become a hot topic in society
and education. Yet in Western philosophy of education, emotions are often
neglected, while rationalist values and norms are emphasized. In contrast, in the
East, the role of emotions in individuals' social relationships is given greater weight.
Thus, Jackson, defending the ethics of care, criticizes philosophers such as Nel
Noddings against Kantian deontological ethics and Benthamite utilitarianism.
Ultimately, this article demonstrates that “emotion/affect” is a central element in
Liz Jackson's philosophy of education. She endeavors to show that education is not
merely a cognitive process or a transmission of information, but is deeply interwoven
with feelings, values, and lived human experience at the heart of social relationships.
In her works, especially within what she calls the “affective turn” in education, she
emphasizes that affect is not merely a marginal part of learning but is one of the
constitutive forces shaping thought, moral judgment, and personal identity.
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Extended abstract

In the classical traditions of the philosophy of education, emphasis has primarily been
on rationality, logic, and the transmission of knowledge. From Plato to Descartes, a
kind of dualism between reason and feeling has prevailed, in which emotions have often
been regarded as disruptive or untrustworthy. This attitude has directly influenced
modern educational systems, giving rise to approaches that view learning as a cognitive,
emotion-free process. However, since the 18th-century English philosopher David
Hume declared that "reason is, and ought only to be, the slave of the passions,"
philosophical approaches to the emotions have taken on greater richness and nuance,
and subsequent philosophers have paid more attention to emotions and their nature.
This claim is not to suggest that before Hume, philosophers—whether in the West or
the East—were wholly unaware of emotions. Rather, it means that emotions did not
occupy the center of philosophers’ attention generally, nor of the philosophy of
education specifically. Since philosophy analyzes reality through reasoning, intellect, and
rationality, it is natural that emotions would play a subordinate role. But from the 19th
century onward, we have witnessed a kind of vindication of the role of emotions in
life—whether in the form of Romanticism in literature, or in the emergence of
existentialist philosophies, philosophies of mind, and contemporary post-structuralist
thought influenced by modern psychoanalysis. This process has accelerated in the 21st
century, and philosophers of education of our time—such as Liz Jackson, Nel
Noddings, and others—have increasingly emphasized the importance of emotions in
education.

Liz Jackson, in her renowned book Emotions: Philosophy of Education in Action
(2024), points to the significance of emotions in education and writes that in recent
decades, emotional well-being has become a hot topic in society and education. The
relationship between emotions and education is usually addressed in two ways. First,
some educators speak of ‘academic emotions.” Academic emotions are the feelings,
moods, and attitudes that students have toward education and school. Certainly,
academic emotions are ‘good’ emotions... Second, today there is generally increasing
attention to the role of emotional well-being in everyday life.

Jackson maintains that, within Eastern thought, emotions are not seen as intrinsic
to human beings but rather as incidental or contingent—that is, emotions are realized
in the social relationships between people. When it comes to a feeling such as gratitude,
for instance, there is no individual-level way to determine toward whom one should
feel grateful. Someone always thanks you in a particular way. The proper way to
experience and express gratitude depends largely on what relation you have to the
person giving you a gift, and what relation the giver has to you—for example, a parent
in relation to a child, or an employer in relation to an employee. While virtue ethics and
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the ethics of care encourage critical attention to situation and context in virtuous
conduct, in Confucian ethics one should not prioritize individuals or situations. Rather,
because the individual is always part of a situation and an interpersonal relationship,
one logically starts from the situation and the relationship itself. Hence, there is no
individual-level perspective, position, or norm for conduct that can claim primacy.
(Jackson 2024: 66)

In this article, we have demonstrated that the concept of "emotion/affect" holds a
central place in Liz Jackson’s philosophy of education. She endeavors to show that
education is not merely a cognitive process or a transmission of information, but is
profoundly interwoven with feelings, values, and the lived experience of human beings
at the very heart of social relationships. In her works, especially within what she calls
the "affective turn" in education, she emphasizes that affect is not merely a marginal
part of learning but is one of the constitutive forces shaping thought, moral judgment,
and personal identity. In other words, human beings do not learn only with the mind—
they also learn with the heart.

Thus, from Jackson’s perspective, affect plays a decisive role in motivating learning.
Feelings such as interest, hope, fear, or anxiety can, first, either strengthen or weaken
learning; second, determine the direction of the student’s attention; and third, even
influence the way information is interpreted. For example, a student who feels a sense
of belonging and security learns far better than one who suffers from anxiety or
rejection.

Another crucial point Jackson emphasizes regarding emotions is her connection of
affect to moral education. She holds that values such as empathy, compassion, and
responsibility cannot be formed without emotional experience. For this reason, moral
education should not be based solely on rules and reasoning; rather, it must engage
emotional experiences and provide opportunities for empathy and understanding of the
other. This leads us to the question of culture and the role of emotions within it. In
other words, one important dimension of Jackson’s work is her attention to cultural
diversity, and especially to the prominent role of emotions in Eastern thought and the
Buddhist tradition. She shows that emotions carry different meanings across different
cultural contexts. Therefore, education must attend to intercultural emotional literacy
and avoid imposing a single, uniform emotional model. This perspective holds
particular importance in multicultural societies.

Given this, Jackson criticizes those traditions that define education solely in terms
of instrumental rationality or the transmission of knowledge. She argues that such
approaches neglect the role of the body, feeling, and lived experience, and consequently
present an incomplete picture of the human being. In contrast, she defends a holistic
approach in which cognition and affect are seen as interwoven. In Jackson’s philosophy
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of education, emotions have concrete pedagogical implications. From her viewpoint,
attending to affect in education means that teachers must be mindful of the emotional
atmosphere of the classroom. The teacher-student relationship is of fundamental
importance. The curriculum should provide opportunities for experience, dialogue, and
human interaction. Put simply, a "good classroom" is not merely a place where
information is transmitted, but a place where students feel seen, valued, and connected.

The final conclusion is that, in Liz Jackson’s philosophy of education, affect is not
a secondary element. Rather, it is the driving engine of learning, the foundation of moral
education, and a formative factor in personal and social identity. By emphasizing these
dimensions, she transforms education from a purely intellectual process into a human,
moral, and deeply experiential enterprise.
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