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This paper offers an educational reading of Wittgenstein by drawing on key concepts
of his later philosophy — such as ‘training’ versus ‘explanation’, ‘language-games’ as
part of a ‘form of life’, ‘rule-following’ as a social phenomenon, the rejection of
‘private language’, and philosophy as ‘therapy’. Its central argument is that
socialization cannot be understood merely as a conscious, rule-based, and
linguistically explicable process; rather, the internalization of norms and social skills
occurs through ‘training’ and practical repetition within social actions and reactions,
not through the theoretical transmission of rules. Accordingly, the implications for
educational systems include: prioritizing ‘training’ over ‘explanation’; aiming at
‘initiation into a form of life’ rather than merely teaching correct beliefs; grasping the
indissoluble interconnection between ‘agreement’ and ‘rule’; recognizing the pivotal
role of ‘shared examples’ in shaping judgment; acknowledging the posteriority of
‘doubt’ to underlying beliefs; affirming the necessity of ‘the other’ in meaning-
making and education; redefining moral virtues such as shame and confession as
achievements of linguistic socialization; and finally, conceiving philosophy (and
thereby educational thought) as ‘therapy’ and transformation in ‘way of living’. —
The educational upshot is a transition from abstract rule-teaching toward designing
situations rich in collective practice, gradual initiation into a ‘form of life’, prioritizing
practical certainties before doubt, and assessing understanding and rule-following
through observing social interactions and the othet’s feedback.
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Extended Abstract

Contemporary educational systems worldwide face a deepening crisis in social
education and socialization. Reports from international bodies document rising
discrimination, racism, bullying, and exclusion in schools, indicating that explicit
teaching of citizenship rules is insufficient for fostering genuine mutual understanding.
Furthermore, the assessment of relational competencies through one-off high-stakes
tests generates fundamental philosophical tensions, precisely because such
competencies are not intrinsic properties but relation-dependent. Educational systems
are increasingly dominated by a logic of predictability and performativity, marginalizing
interpretive slowness and ethical attention — capacities that the later Wittgenstein
identified as the very foundation of authentic rule-following. These converging crises
demand a fundamental rethinking of how norms, values, and social skills are
internalized. The present article addresses this need by constructing a unified
educational reading of the later Wittgenstein, drawing on his key concepts — 'training’
versus 'explanation’, language-games' as part of a 'form of life', the social nature of 'rule-
following', the rejection of 'private language', and philosophy as 'therapy' — and applying
them systematically to the problem of socialization. The central argument is that
socialization cannot be understood as a merely conscious, rule-governed process
explainable through language; rather, the internalization of norms and values occurs
through practical training and repetition within a context of social actions and reactions,
not through the theoretical transmission of explicit rules.

The existing literature, while valuable, suffers from a significant gap. Previous
studies have illuminated the general social dimensions of rule-following, while other
educational philosophers have explored training, persuasion, and world-pictures in
learning. However, no previous study has attempted a systematic, integrated reading of
Wittgenstein's later philosophy that directly addresses the foundational questions of
socialization — how norms are internalized, the role of the other in meaning-making, or
how to confront skepticism in education. This article advances beyond these isolated
approaches by organizing ten interconnected theses into a coherent conceptual network
unified by a master principle derived directly from Wittgenstein's texts: socialization
occurs through training before any theoretical explanation can take place.

The first thesis establishes the primacy of 'training' over 'explanation'. Wittgenstein
states that language instruction is not explanation but training, and that explanations
eventually come to an end, leaving only practice. The implication for social education
is that teaching cooperation, turn-taking, or politeness requires repeated practical
engagement — group games, shared chores, collective rituals — not conceptual analysis.
Second, language acquisition is reconceived as initiation into a 'form of life', meaning
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that the goal of social education is not merely transmitting correct beliefs but enabling
learners to become immersed in a lived world where norms operate as second nature.
Third, 'agreement' and 'rule' are shown to be internally related; teaching one inevitably
involves the other, and agreement in judgments — not merely in definitions — is the
precondition for communication. Fourth, common examples and paradigms are the
primary means of shaping judgment. To teach empathy, one provides concrete stories
and role-play scenarios, not abstract definitions. Fifth, doubt and critical thinking are
secondary and depend on a prior substrate of basic certainties. Wittgenstein declares:
"The child learns by believing the adult. Doubt comes after belief." This challenges
rushed critical thinking programs that ignore the necessity of foundational trust. Sixth,
rule-following is a social phenomenon — a convention, institution, and practice. Private
rule-following is impossible; a rule is a rule only when embedded in shared public
procedures.

Seventh, meaning and understanding are public actions, not private mental events.
Wittgenstein defines meaning as use, and insists that inner processes require external
criteria. Understanding is therefore assessed through observable behavior in social
contexts, not through introspective reports. Eighth, the rejection of private language
establishes the necessity of the other in all meaning-making and identity formation.
Without the other's response, our words and actions are neither true nor false — they
are merely meaningless occurrences. Ninth, moral virtues such as shame and confession
are achievements of linguistic socialization. Shame concerns intention, not merely
action, and its justification requires the entire history of the event. Confession is not an
isolated act but part of a new way of living. Tenth, philosophy itself is a form of therapy
and a transformation of one's way of living. The educator, like the philosopher, must
tirst work on themselves, transforming their own mode of seeing before any
pedagogical intervention.

The educational implications of this reading are radical and actionable across five
key dimensions. First, schools must transition from abstract rule-teaching to the design
of rich environments for collective practice — repeated rituals, group activities, role-
playing scenarios, and the cultivation of "shared practices" that make norms tangible.
Second, the educator's role shifts from explainer to trainer and exemplar-provider; the
successful teacher is not one who offers the best definitions but one who supplies the
richest set of concrete examples and practice situations. Third, agreement in form of
life takes priority over agreement in beliefs; before engaging in dialogue about values,
schools must first reconstruct shared practices and collective routines. Fourth,
assessment must move from mentalistic tests and introspective reports to the
observation of behavior in social interaction; understanding and rule-following are
evaluated through evidence of coordinated practice, not through self-reports — for
"every inner process requires external criteria." Fifth, critical thinking cannot be the
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starting point of education; the early years must prioritize trust, belief, and the formation
of practical certainties. As Wittgenstein declares, ""The child learns by believing the
adult. Doubt comes after belief." Doubt and questioning are introduced gradually, only
after a stable ground of basic convictions has been established.

In conclusion, the educational reading of later Wittgenstein offers an alternative
tramework for understanding and designing socialization processes, organized around
four core principles derived from ten interconnected theses. First, the primacy of
training over explanation: effective socialization occurs through practical repetition, not
theoretical transmission. Second, initiation into a form of life over the mere teaching of
correct beliefs: the learner must become so immersed in a lived world that its norms
become second nature. Third, the priority of certainty over doubt: critical thinking and
genuine questioning require a prior ground of basic certainties, trust in the educator,
and a substrate of "agreement in judgments" — not merely agreement in definitions.
Fourth, the necessity of the other: rejecting private language establishes that no social
skill or moral virtue is formed in isolation; meaning, understanding, and even personal
identity are always realized through the feedback, responses, and corrective judgments
of the community. Virtues such as shame, confession, and empathy are understood as
achievements of linguistic socialization. In this picture, the school is not a factory
producing standardized citizens but a scene of collective life where students gradually
internalize their society's form of life through participation in shared practices,
engagement with paradigmatic examples, and dialogue with others. Philosophy here is
not an abstract theory but a therapy for the diseases of thinking and living, requiring
diverse methods corresponding to diverse ailments. The educator is not a specialist in
explanation but one who, first and foremost, has worked on themselves and
transformed their own way of seeing. As Wittgenstein writes, the solution to the
problem of life is to live in such a way that what is problematic disappears — this is the
ultimate goal of social education.
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