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The relationship between the existential condition of the knowing subject and the
possibility of discovering truth has been largely marginalized within dominant
modern epistemology, where knowledge is reduced to a purely mental and method-
centered process under the model of the “neutral subject.” This article challenges
this assumption and defends the thesis that the truth of knowledge is not determined
solely by the sufficiency of evidence or the validity of reasoning, but fundamentally
depends on the existential orientation of the human agent toward reality. Through a
philosophical reconstruction of the theory of the noetic effects of sin and its
interpretation at an ontological level, it is argued that epistemic distortion cannot be
reduced to methodological failures or deficiencies of data, but should instead be
understood as the result of a structural rupture between the human subject and
truth—one that systematically constrains the horizon of understanding. In contrast,
obedience is conceptualized as existential alignment with reality: a condition that is
not an irrational alternative to rational inquiry, but rather the condition of possibility
for deeper truth-disclosure and the actualization of genuine rationality. The
methodology is analytic—conceptual and grounded in a critical dialogue between
contemporary epistemology and religious-philosophical sources. The outcome is an
ontological model of human knowledge in which the discovery of truth is conceived
as an event dependent upon the existential relation between the knowing subject and
reality, while sin and obedience function as opposing existential states that
structurally close or open the horizon of knowledge.
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Extended Abstract

The relationship between the existential condition of the knowing subject and the
possibility of discovering truth has often been neglected within the dominant paradigm
of modern epistemology. Modern accounts of knowledge usually presuppose the model
of a neutral subject: a knower whose moral, volitional, and existential orientation is
considered irrelevant to cognition, as long as proper methods, sufficient evidence, and
valid reasoning are employed. Although evidence, argument, and method are
undoubtedly necessary for knowledge, this article argues that they are not sufficient.
Human knowledge is not merely a mental or procedural achievement; it is an existential
event that takes place within the horizon of the human being’s relation to truth.
Therefore, the possibility of discovering truth depends not only on the formal validity
of reasoning or the adequacy of evidence, but also on the existential alignment of the
knowing subject with reality.

The article critically examines the assumption that the human subject can stand in
a purely neutral relation to truth. The ideal of epistemic neutrality treats cognition as
though it were performed by a detached consciousness, separated from desire, will, fear,
self-interest, moral orientation, and resistance. Yet human knowing is always enacted
by a concrete person whose existential posture shapes the way reality is disclosed,
interpreted, or concealed. The question is not whether evidence and argument matter,
but whether their epistemic force can be fully understood apart from the subject’s
deeper orientation toward truth. The article argues that they cannot. Evidence may be
available and reasoning may be formally correct, yet the subject may remain unable or
unwilling to receive the truth to which they point. In such cases, epistemic failure cannot
be reduced to a mere lack of information, weakness of inference, or methodological
defect; it must be understood as a deeper disorder in the subject’s relation to reality.

On this basis, the study offers a philosophical reconstruction of the theory of the
“epistemic effects of sin.” Instead of treating this theory only as a theological doctrine,
the article interprets it at an ontological and epistemological level. Sin is not understood
merely as an isolated moral violation or accidental failure of conduct. Rather, it is
interpreted as a structural mode of resistance to truth and as a distorted way of existing
before reality. Such resistance does not remain external to cognition; it gradually
reorganizes the subject’s perceptual, affective, and interpretive horizon. As a result, sin
produces systematic forms of epistemic distortion, including selective attention, self-
deception, rationalization, defensive interpretation, and the gradual narrowing of the
subject’s capacity to receive reality as it is. Sin is therefore epistemically significant
because it changes the existential conditions under which truth may become manifest
to the subject.
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The article challenges the reduction of epistemic error to accidental mistakes in
reasoning, insufficient data, psychological weakness, or methodological negligence.
These factors may explain ordinary errors, but they cannot adequately explain persistent
and structurally reinforced forms of epistemic distortion. Human beings often fail to
know the truth not because truth is entirely unavailable, but because their existential
stance toward it is one of evasion, domination, refusal, or self-enclosure. When the
subject takes the self as the final measure of reality, truth is no longer encountered as
something to which the knower must conform, but as something to be controlled,
reduced, or resisted. This self-centered orientation affects what appears plausible, what
seems threatening, what is ignored as irrelevant, and what is interpreted defensively.
Epistemic distortion is therefore not merely a cognitive malfunction; it is the
manifestation, at the level of knowledge, of a prior existential rupture from truth.

In contrast to this negative account, the article develops a positive account of
obedience or devotional submission as existential alignment with truth. Obedience is
not presented as an irrational surrender of thought or a suspension of critical reflection.
It is understood as a fundamental reorientation of the subject before reality: a
movement away from self-centeredness and toward the acknowledgment of truth’s
authority. In this sense, obedience is not opposed to reason; rather, it is one of the
existential conditions under which reason can reach its authentic actuality. Reason does
not operate in a vacuum. It flourishes when the subject is open to reality, willing to be
corrected by it, and prepared to allow truth to judge the self instead of forcing truth to
conform to the self. Obedience is therefore not the negation of rationality, but the
existential clearing in which rationality may be freed from structural distortion.

This interpretation makes it possible to overcome the common opposition between
rational inquiry and religious or existential submission. If obedience is understood as
blind acceptance, it appears to threaten the autonomy of reason. But if it is understood
as existential openness to truth, it becomes a condition for the deepening of knowledge.
The knowing subject must not only analyze, infer, and evaluate; the subject must also
be disposed to receive, listen, and be transformed by what is disclosed. Truth is not
merely an object possessed by the mind; it is a reality before which the person must
stand in humility and receptivity. Authentic rationality, therefore, requires more than
formal correctness. It requires existential alignment, through which the knower
becomes capable of recognizing reality without reducing it to the demands of ego,
desire, or ideological self-protection.

The main innovation of the article lies in transferring the theory of the epistemic
effects of sin from a primarily theological framework to an ontological-epistemological
one. In this transfer, sin and obedience are no longer treated only as moral or religious
categories. They are reinterpreted as two opposing existential conditions that
structurally affect the horizon of knowledge. Sin names the existential rupture that
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closes, distorts, and narrows the possibility of truth’s disclosure; obedience names the
existential alignment that opens, purifies, and deepens the subject’s access to reality.
This does not eliminate the theological meaning of these concepts, but it shows that
their epistemological significance can be articulated in a more general philosophical
form. The reconstructed theory can therefore illuminate not only religious knowledge,
but also broader domains of human inquiry, including philosophical, moral, scientific,
and existential understanding.

The proposed model may be described as an ontological epistemology of existential
alignment. According to this model, cognition is situated within the total relation of the
human being to reality. Theoretical life, practical conduct, and existential orientation
are not separate spheres; they are interwoven dimensions of one unified relation to
truth. What one does, what one loves, what one resists, and how one stands before
reality all affect what and how one is able to know. This does not mean that truth is
subjective or that knowledge is reducible to moral character. Rather, it means that the
disclosure of truth to the human subject requires a certain existential availability. Truth
may be objective, but access to it is mediated through the condition of the subject who
seeks it.

In conclusion, the article argues that the possibility of knowledge depends upon
the existential condition of the knower. The epistemic effects of sin reveal how
resistance to truth can generate structural distortion, self-deception, and the gradual
closure of understanding. Conversely, obedience as existential alighment reveals how
openness to truth can make possible a deeper and more authentic actualization of
reason. The central thesis may therefore be formulated as follows: the truth of
knowledge is not dependent solely on the validity of methods, but also on the existential
alignment of the knowing subject with truth. By placing the existential condition of the
knower at the center of epistemological reflection, the article offers an alternative to the
modern model of the neutral subject and proposes a more comprehensive account of
human knowing,.
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