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The Importance of the Sense of Touch in Heder’s Early
Philosophy
Bardya Hedari, Asghar Vaezi

Abstract: This essay aims to explore the focal importance of the sense of touch in the young
Johann Gottfried Herder’s Philosophy. In line with this purpose, some ontological and epistemo-
logical aspects of his early philosophy are examined. However, the true incentive of this inquiry
is the role that sense of touch plays in Herder’s Aesthetics, the discipline which has a fundamental
and indispensable interrelation with all fields of his thought. This text attempts to outline Herder’s
stance regarding embodiment and sense of touch especially in relation to Ontology and Aesthetics
of German rationalist tradition and also to Immanuel Kant’s pre-critical philosophy. It will be
explained that the sense of touch, as Herder contends, is the most fundamental part of human
perception, which grasps the being of the soul and the being of the world in terms of one single
force, i.e. the force of representation; And aesthetic experience, as Herder assumes, consists in the
very experience of detecting this unity between the soul and the world, namely the experience of
perceiving perfection.

Keywords: Aesthetics, sculpture, sensation, the Beautiful, touch.
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1. Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803)
2. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
3. Versuch iiber das Sein / Essay on Being (1763)
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1. Der einzig mogliche Beweisgrund zu einer Demonstration des Daseins Gottes / The
Only Possible Argument in Support of a Demonstration of the Existence of God (1763)
. Pradikat / predicate

. Grundlage / foundation

. Moglichkeit / possibility

a priori

klar / clear

. deutlich / distinct

. gemeines Vorstellungsvermdgen / common capacity for representations

. innerliche Sinne / inner sense
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1. Zum Sinn des Gefiihls / On Sense of Touch

2. Cogito, ergo sum.
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5. Uber Erkennen und Empfinden / On Cognition and Sensation (1774-1778)

6. Plastik: Einige Wahrnehmungen tiber Form und Gestalt aus Pygmalions bildendem

Traume / Sculpture: Some Observations on Shape and Form from Pygmalion's Creative

Dream (1778)

7. Frederick C. Beiser

8. Diotima s Children (2009)

9. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716)

10. vis viva

11. Beiser, 2009: 32

12. Christian Wolff (1679-1754)



Hedari, Vaezi
Sy S S e 15 s s SO sl obe [y 05T 5
SO LS Il e 53 ey Lo D A g e S e e glac b (il
lae3s ad lods 30 OF 31 i (gla 558 5 dan oS Uil 55 50 A5 (5,0
L b o ol e s Al et a8 055058
Tty (53,5 O (glas sl
Olor JaS Al s JoS a4y i (s 5 o o 31 s aS1omills o )l 5 5 B S
Sl ccolg s s ol lea JLos L2l azils oo JWaS & s Sl e CVIvES
Olea JloS il 53 omim 3L 3 o3l s clanal (s mdls ) JWoS o Do b 5 2
GSOUH P W
s ST (g OLLS i 355 a5 il d (555 Ole o Sl oy il
Sl 5 il ot 3y o Sl 83501 b ko b el 5 o ol 3l
O PN PN SN PP B IR P R S PNTFS
6 L 5 ol 53 o O L s 05 5 e sloma 5345 0,150 20 5
Oles| Olee Loy il o G503 1, sl b um" s 85 501 oS L el L;‘M\S S e
' oLl
35S e p el Ols S 1y (gladsls 53505 gl olesl 5 O Olse sl
Ll e 64—>‘; S5 a5 3N gy oo o 4 Olger e 5—»«-‘* S
S Ly 255 l Jlo 53 0l Olos drad g el (J110) " 530 5 (GL3) Yy 533
St 505 el 25 gb{:“’" o)l pad ot 4 "y g 3 R ot 3 il s s
S35 85 5l g ) il gy OO 3 5 i 5 5 s oS 55000 5350 O
/ Ll s ol (6 gt Ol izl
S o JLs 1y ol 5Kl el 8 ailSdl e 5 i ‘v;t“ﬂ gu_lﬁy; Oless

. Bemiihung / striving

. Beiser, 2009:58

. Atotipa / Diotima

. Xvundctov / Symposium
."Epwg / love
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7. Ievia / need, poverty
8. T1opog / resourcefulness, expediency
9. Appoditn / Aphrodite
10. Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten (1714-1762)
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