YY-0A) ccalin awld dolilad 95
A/ L_;)L_A o b)Lo.il'J AY 0)99

Knowledge, No 80/1 ¢ WA &l gl

O 5 gt (G3id ynit] 9 SO D! o To! g3 S

Y ‘s )
SHlaE > = (g0 (e
WAT/A/Y s g oyl - WRT/F /WY el dols
:o..\.§.'>

w9 04D C)]a.n elalas! L)"l L;le)9.’>u )‘ gy (S pal ceolS sdise L;"Dl L;LQULP J9° l; A Alb|9> u,u}b allio u.:l).)
Sl 5 (UL delsl )5 Logi A S s (oS (o Matw] (695 5 ( (Sri] o Gle S5 25l b sl Jgoo
o sl b gl walss al sl Mazal pudlonh olgie b ol QLS sl o 1y (Mool g Tossl 51 gl (g0
51 (laladr cdymelyd L) aslulidrcdime (iles S5 4yl 55 5 (Miteol mandlosl 51 oS oyttt yuunds 45 (g3l tants o185
95 5 puallo sl ol s ol s Dol L Ll g wles o ol Ialasljl s ol & (Susl Yl coudlossl ol
99 wlS).i,l); ‘_le.u ubL&)Mum O&"I a)lg).bl) u)}”},w <C~’>l§).3 W] .>)|5 (S L;l.m.\m 4 CJT u_:5§.’>:u;l.> 0550 9 M....ﬂa..\;l

ool 2rhae oy bl los ply )3 et (ol cunglio g g B ol

Cole cdudi B b sl o Masl (6555 ¢ M pannllonn] s s 08 BBl

Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism and Henry E. Allison’s
Reading of It

Mahdi Ahmadi - Hossein Ghafari

Abstract:

Our effort in this paper is to present some important and traditional criticism about Kant’s
“Transcendental Idealism” and their Evolution to presentation of ‘Separability Thesis’ - a thesis that
propose the separation between “Transcendental Idealism” and “Transcendental Theory of Experience".
Then we will present Henry Allison reading of transcendental idealism according to his book of “Kant’s
Transcendental Idealism”. In this interpretation, he presents an epistemological (or meta-epistemological)
reading of Kant’s Transcendental Theory and attributes an ontological reading to Kant’s critics. By this,
he both providing a solution to this trend of criticism and making the separability thesis impossible by
introducing fundamental connection between transcendental idealism and transcendental theory of
experience. At the end of this paper, after presenting some sides of his reading and its approach for
answering to traditional criticism, we will express some question about possibility of this interpretation of
questionable texts of Kant and power of this reading against same criticisms.

Keywords: Transcendental Idealism, Transcendental Theory of Experience, Kant, Thing in itself,
Causality
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1. Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, p. 16.
2. Hume. A Treatise of Human Nature, pp. 24-25
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2. unity of consciousness
3. Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, p. 26
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1. Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics, p. 13.
2. Leibniz, New Essays on Human Understanding, p. 447.
3. Cf. A43-44/ B61-62, Pro 4: 290-91; 85-86, UE 8: 219; 310.



50 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... el 0.

Ahmadi - Ghatari
d9290 soml OIS dlor 51l (Shog don & s (b (> o> 9 @IS plgie &)y (> I3
calis ¢y o b ol wa b g S50 145 & Glate 'l ol 5l 2b 35 Lo 23 5
s sl ly Jlowl calus s co¥ il jus SY cids 10 .05 0 dluald s
g0 40 | o S Blod e i gt |y Wb it of disle oS3l el ) el o
"degd o (5905
2 logas colf whls & WS ole s o e @Blie <Ol & oyl coles )
5 dg> o sl cpgd 5105 3l odelys |y solis dan gl Jpol &S amd o ol (g3liusl allsy
53108 o oo ! (gylxel 4y o Lel

Bl b )90 pudlo ! olgie 4 (Ml punllo sl scoles 5

lis of Gylao (gline ;5 5 (0lo mudlosl S5 51y colS munsllon] 1S o 8 935 o)
lol . doles (Byno alolis 5 (gygm0 madloda] lgie do i o Iy o] ol &S @545 lan 4 S
oS el )l cbylaio o 51 SIS ymanils o g poands ol o oo o (g o S
o] i cylie amd o Juli jase Slgas 4yl of o cols

S gaze jpal (Hle 4 it Olhgal 2 G e sy (Sen 425 So bl den
Lo a5 31 )18 ol 31 cglabudus L 03,28 logago &y00 4y clipd o S 45 isST
(A490-91/B518-19).45,115 39> p  Siio (63559 gud

A8 )0 0955 ogad 53 el oo il SSas L oS WS e Sty bxil 1o o8 5L ol Lol
2 oledl 4 (e )0 0 WS clie O oS B0 Wb Yl s (B slutl 5 jlnay (85
33 eiailej 5 Liailfo 520 ot b Gl g2 g SNl Ll g Jamme gt 4 g 93,5 0
sl 0,51 Lo ) gz, 15

~ol (S mulo <ol 4 WS o LS dmts ol 2 it ol & 35SSkes iyl 3 o

18850 | legl 48 ) s a5 olilaio IS5 0)lyd (it gt (ilss L g ol o]

1. Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, p. 439.
Y o olea Y



0) o (Sl g cols L;fm‘ MT“ﬁ]ﬂ [E®:3 knowledge 51

Loy 0yly0 comndlonsl aSl (A5 o e bo 2313 jlixo o cppod 40 5 15 oo 39590
ol Bl cdprald b g aslwlibedyme omallos] Slhe g slasl colus

D (L9 BE SRV SRS B WU 0 ¢

51 oolitsl b «cslS s o0 Sy oo <A 3y 40 oS 080 5 L ool 51 ogmed)]
i) ol aslos g6 5l mioge 5 5 dsS gl ) pmnalonsl b abasly 15 0 by (ppuns S
20 i gy Wy Julow sl ool b S0 (w9 8551000 0 Ak (B 2B pode 4
25313318 (el o 5 sl Sgasme 51 cigpes & (590! gt 0 A (B Ll 2)3 )0 &S
10 3559 Cawyob gyl

& b gad Gline SOl Sl 390 Gline yis b 13U dlle (ogiad 50 4l
Sl o JBlas | aus b b gte G e b S0 6 3Lt pns (lins
0 OLas |y 995 e (g kedlgi 35 Bk b g les Jo cule dsio

Aty B slud] L all

o 1o e ame Jas W QS 53 o 3,8 eyl g ands (B (b eylis Jelos & |
S oo o3latwl gy A 03ymuS iaghy 5l yel el Jelos el

Vop> Jalos « Juabyus ol 51 gie wledlol sy 5 (o sl o gy (990 g5 dlaiis
e sl 5l awii (b sledl 5l e )3 cilS &S aad o i gy -l Gogy
o3 alsS g0 Ak gl it i Jolas S0kt o ] de & 1S Lo 03lizusl
Gegenstand ofs] Sache s s : gy (uilises glgil 9) 3,15 d¢9 Ding an sich _gay duddi 3
Sl S5 b e o Sy el ylase dzil &S Umd o s S (Object an sich duuds 5 =
IS o eylis] gy 4 68 T (a1 Sich dui 5 s Jitws S35 (S0) sl 3538 5| ols
sl (53y50 lad cdlis ol Slool )3 Lol el yoblius <o Glo )5 Sypo el 4]
Ding an sich cawss 8 s b 3l colS Glo ooy pls (ol do b .cul oai 00ld pus g5 oS

Objectan dudi 8 s s Gegenstand ofs] Sache s s : g ol calise lsl 9) el selbst



52 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... calus oy

Ahmadi - Ghatari
Lol el 00 428)S 0.30L  wnnlSS1 0,5l donys Alwsgds cglas ol a8 (sich selbst
[wie es ol duis 3 & g ol e o] o & aoylal Jlas o5 Ygb eylie
11l g obisS iy 5 1 oS sl ] Al ol alais . Amd o JSib |y an sich selbst is]
b s 53 ks b g0t & (gle i ol 45 | oo (Slades e d bl
an sich selbst dudi 5 )] 3> &S Asgds yuands [Ding an sich selbst betrachtet] () oris
4 9 398 g0 oolamul 358 a8 S jlas 1o b s b S isKe Al iyl 38 @90
WS o ok g e 10 2929 (> dx b b el s (5] o 4zl oS
O &S cuwl 00 H)SS (e @ Lol sl joblis (Ygb ygo aSial D92y b > oS
B 4 g <l oS (el g0 a5 lis 5 WINS dage |y (plgsome
L o9b odeegd ol gioge of iy 50 bl 03l a5y o (g0
2 Ol oo Bl g duts B oLl 5| oy iz Sy sl sy Sl gmenll Lo
L s b 2 3] oolinl gt (B gy <O 3l b este gl 4 <SlS (6955
S o Yzl of ygpo @ b ren 15 WS e ol yly ool Wy cow
LT s U oS sl ol g1 S cpaliy e e y Y5 ol 81 .(A251-52)
o (2l LU ol 523 5503 (B oS 15 )3 ol ol 99 ) s (B 805l
(Bxxvi-xxvi).&laslge ol JKie Gloa b oo 3L &5 WS o
Jazil 3 | Srtsl sy ognad 55 o 3 3o et cmyais | llaloes ol 31 Ll
s 9 )y porde ol 9pe Jlatl 5 95 ol (Rlixe byl plplo g alys L
ol Uil b 2gb 14> o 50 & Ll L5 o &S gy (1458 4 s |y dus b
sy Lol )y 51 (86 Golotie coga 55 olsie 4 ol (i3S Jlas )5 &S ol
4 ) Mt iz & g 03l g Bigd o s & g o3l elel Bl &S 2y ol
oS a3 50 Loy 5 Lo y0 y50l oo il g Ml (iS5 lgze

1. Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, p. 51.



oy s SR pandi g <Ol sl MT“ﬁ]ﬂ [E®:3 knowledge 53

1235 Als

29 g0 51T gl 5 oere s ol b (Mhatas] Sl

o Gk 3 48 Al 09t lasye ooyl 4 Wl o s Sy o blog 5 Gl ol
il &S e plod 4 (dladoss] )l )3 533, o lasipe aopl 4 dlawly (9 s
0215 Lo ¢ b & Amd o iy Lol b Laih oyl Lol scaus] g <l s 5 B s
o oo I 023 b 8 Cunl Son (A0 393 w3 ol Lol sl 0as
[A19 /B33]. 55k ke

511 Lo oS (ool dld slee oy 19l 85 sl o ylee o] JSie el ol 0
5 ol 0092 90 5] 0l 00 WIS o gt dunds B oLl @ Cle 5 0925 wisle (Y gho B
oS sl (25515 Bgpme ylie o ol 5 S s (i sloodl adys )3 sl el
ol 2R b5 peb Sl [oW] phms 50 wlgies oo [ands B (8] (28 9
psler o3 il e

Olgie & i B 5 b 5 sl oo oled (a5 iz 43 4 sl el gl sl Lol
55 A (B s (B 035 e o)lyd <lS @ylie g oas ad)S Jlas o B lb e pley
Db 4 a0 of (5l e oBl> s el (il

Ao Bl edyme (g olgis 45 Bl Cans ol i ol Sl polul & b0
Sle & ol wbls (Gap0 ) ol 392 G5 (55 5 (B Cdyme Loy oS 29 b S
Db o dtmdld (gygpo e ld Gab Jols e b ai 03y a5 cols By Koo
Copbus Loyt ) €)1 b 295 4 09 o anaild (el 9)5 )0 Cdpme 5l i3 ol
e 593 & (g Olge Sl Qb yd (il oy pgo ol 350 ) wab ol
BLiis el olyie 4 23U dlue 351 Gline 4 a2y b 4 ol ol g (40 Sals
I 4x g0y yog5 4 le o BIL] doluyy Slyol o o

1. Jacobi, Werke, vol. 2, p. 304.



54 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... calus 0t

Ahmadi - Ghatari

Jot] oS0 3,550y atblin s yuds .0
ooyt ) ol 50 pen paie o 0dd Gl (G (Sloo b &S WS o A ogunnd]
o 4 (el Slaws 150 10 olS a5 canl ¢log 9 Ko eMlied b Glod pais o]

&S dlﬁ)g d}la.‘iw' dTng‘ coK.o
dasly 151y Wy ansds S S &S WS o 51T omms el by olSio 51 ol s pqmanl]
J...a‘yL;o ul.n) 9 UK‘" ¢ poanndS U"‘ U"L"‘)" LA (o c\j‘)‘ uls.o glg)b T le.bolf\b)l.a
sl Gl cons (g sl (olis) sbal ol (o Wb (aly) s b ()
Lid oS aib s (O b g gb o Cguio gl 4 50 Lods depd ST > 4 wbl
ol 9t 5 298 0 3o Lo 23 guiSouls calo 4 (olnli 5 Lo dopd ygo D5

(A23 /B37-38) .« Lgd 3oddo A lg ol (Ghun gud 4 Y gozno pllulul

S aniS Canst 390 dw &S Lol 5l &S Wadiee ¢ladtie I Sy 45 WS 0 Eov gl Lol
sl olgis @ ol gl (s olgis 4 oo GLL 405 bl s (2515 s
0313 las bo 4 b yaiin Elio a5 WS o WS ol Lol 09 s 8 a5 o sa b s
ooy 0didd yois Glgie 4 Wb gl padlonsl Gl Glgie 4 Ko 51 ColS s a5 awsl
Db ad)S e ) ailulis s loaniS blis )5 a3bsedpne L olge 49 S5k
Jsino Saslio ol casl 031 &yl e L5 Culbpus cymnss (slyy 1S a8 LY lio
ol & b 0 s e g ploy et g Comlus byd 9 005 ey 4295
52 Jlossl s Gl Mol Gl & Jusgs 45 WS o Ems guagl] oo (il b >

\

s 0l (275 CaBly g hai] 50 4 e 390 o) Ll oy g5 <)o cutpus

of JY ol Lo cyped 4y 9 05 g0 dnusld gidae dydn (b (iagi G 4 Tapud dwdin 4 colS 0559y aSTy> )

290 033 lgws 23 08 005 Jowel sy



0o o (Sh s § SIS il o ]y Lo knowledge 55

e L (Sig S s e ol ol )2 Awain 4T g0 ooliul s 4512
GrSais by S e pald |y B puadlonsl olel ol (Sopdlie olo oelelo
& OKA)) 1S Awd lixo PN 2 MJU) 9 u-’\l’“'“" MJTDJ\J‘ AT UL"’ )‘ csls
s e e gy a3 od 0l ) ZouSo b ol s 3l g s B (sl 31 <l S
£5e 98 (03 by (galas Iy ol (S 15 a8k oo i (B sletl & &5 ba
)in G (S>> O&.o)) 9 (A26/ B42) (EESHPN ul‘“"’ b @ |) Slow uﬁl.» uw .\.:Ib)f
ol 23 5 Rlses o comlus 05 byb (o (S o> slyluy ol e
(> Lith 4 dgumme S ¥ game S canl gme b 09 Jlowl dylas « ol 4o
Jokate o g Lloas amdS a3 )0 dwds b 950 4 Jie dlwgd &S bKia) St
Sl b Jolee oy ciidis agylashblie (A28 / B44) o camlus jlislw 53)S
lyed (2l 9205 & Wl & Gz ya b bl o gl (s sl () cusdly

Cuwl (A28 /B44) g yalls Loy s i
OBl bo ol by doye il gy 5 992 wilss byl Sy ooy 5 0o (ks &
oS Wit gmo opdo Shle ool o] 88105 55 45 39 dn g5 el p3¥ Lol L5l (53]
S o 03 dawly 5l Jols Sl bl sl el gz <ol s ulel
bl &S sl dme oy ol AL sl JeslSe &S sy o Lo Jlas 4 haidd clond )0
i Do ool i dgdu o 10 & (gloline g5 w0 laiid Lol Wited JiesSo i

gl daBS a5 55 S 425 slael olgiea sl

Sinlan J5l dxy 38 )3 oy 3590 dns 5 31 8155 o ] oyl 1 1lss
)UT)JL.\J 9 S AJL») Lj)‘ o™ 9 (L.)/.J.a.e,é.) casxe U/.a_c AdS ULS le.lbo)yo“.’ O“‘"‘? L)"‘



56 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... calis 01

Ahmadi - Ghafari
e gl s ol bl ply s (ilss cpl (eSsul ol pgd an 5 <lS
RES PERTC S R DOV 10
o5 50 a5 w0 cilS 31 lle g can 50 1) gl G5 oles 0l o e a3
oybyd (L s Slivoss Jolis & (Sl agyls (3 Ld g WolS (G s
5 S e dalapsy el sl 0og cde dal 09 el BB o et b Ll oo
ol lp (s> bl S &S ol ditne gund] 293 Lol it g 00y (Sloj
Lo » &8 3p5l o 0l 2 iz el b tedlyel 5 01 0925 <ol whlis yo 5l tun
Gl cymad ju5 Conly s oS oMolS [ 3Ly s ypuandi] dlians ool 30 cOlS 345
5y Slgs s <8 Shle bl 5 s )0 YU aiaslss oy o gl ks &S
255 Ji5 <ol e e 55l 3l Gl o Ghles 09 Sie |y Shls of 8l s
Ay bl Ll dadi B (B gl cdip jl (aB b pan Slivers zaog
apss s ) whle ool s & s (63945 b gl 35 5 45 (gl Jgb sy 0
ol Jsline %olS gl (slire olisl 2 s il s sy gl (65 e Al b o
solod ypmnds 30 Bb BLbdyme boyd 4 a9 0992 (Gl (95 &S sl Aiitas
52 hle 015 joe a5 015 55 amad] laie 4 olgn wls bl 208 jalls colS wlle
iS5l polaie 5 plaie (G plgis & By cBlp S Slo Syl sl s g5l
it Boudid So Scaidd g 5h8 (8ly et (sl panne &S
oy e &S e Wb (8l Sy eas 3)ly ol & s ol (2555l an 5l Lol
2 g olzmes « Ngw & gl p Sl J> ol S @l gl sl
10 0959y -yl (Sl il
1wl i 530 Ao j0 00 3)lg colalil 4 g gl Jlio lgie
S5 b o 0l ol o ol 00 (1S (585 &S S 0l 0ylg0 A2 il

50 e ol &S cul edo (5585 ol isen s«a)'L»).'"fL:.o» ly oTb g 0315y (a3 4

1. Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, p. 21.



ov o (Sl g cols L;fm‘ wmf:ﬂ“e])% [E®:3 knowledge 57

5| ol olsieas baid waol (Lyzs dppd @olor) oo sl cilis (glyime
ol b @ (ol 5 o) Gl cpmlas (fdi jo0 Sl (385 )8 £50se
B g5 (25 oy b Wlges Sl o Slia |y 23 &S (G o sl ol dlinus
3 50 s B)S 58) Ao ol o1 & (Waele 5 taile; = o lsre ) 35
iz & (2 el s (B S (2o Sy olea B ol s Joli (228 oy
4 b 5 o] (585 elsl o sl ot B s ) Slsl sl b (s |
cople (lul g (b iz & Gl g lon sl Gl aaly cons § bl of caw
boanii b (b ol (Jaslilhey cplplo 5 (o> pof iz & Odedadd] (Bl >

oMl £ i S
oS ol dlse e lgie 4 late 5 Jlie (ol 4 aptas] o casl Gl s Lol
e a5le ol i polie ales 5| Lalaie gy 41 Lol dusy o a5 4 [Siko
ol S8 oppen (s (3 lbcdyme g Hlate polic plgis 4 g o¥she i B B
b & ol U Sewl oSee dhte (geel lsis 4 polis ool 4 sty Ll LI
b s Cabyw 555un Lol gy e bl dlge cywols (gl o) ju3 g dunis b
& Comd d> ol b (3 lbcdpme 5 il un) da 93l U $0,50 Gguie ol &
Nlgw ol & platitie (ite gl [l Saizus it (dhis 5 (oline bld 4 S0
o GBI s (_odhetol o) colS (glaoBs L3y i caams 4 |y ] oS

ol 015l (aryo  laiwl (5955)

1. Ibld. p.67.



58 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... calus OA

Ahmadi - Ghatari

- Allison, Henry. Kant‘s Transcendental Idealism. Yale University Press,
London.

- Berkeley, George. The Works of George Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, ed. by
A. A. Luce and T. E. Jessop. London: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1948.

- Eberhard, J. A., ed. Philosophisches Archiv. 2 vols. Berlin: C. Massdorf,
1792-93. Reprinted in Aetas Kantiana. Brussels: Culture et Civilisation,
1968.

- Guyer, Paul, ed. Kant and the Claims of Knowledge. Cambridge and New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1987.

- Jacobi, F. H. David Hume uber den Glauben, oder Idealismus und
Realismus, in Ueber den transzendentalen Idealismus, in Werke, ed. by
F. Roth and F. Koppen, vol. 2, pp. 291-310. Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche
Buchgesellschaft, 1968.

- Langton, Rae. Kantian Humility: Our Ignorance of Things in
Themselves. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.

- Leibniz, G. W. Discourse on Metaphysics, trans. by G. R. Montgomery.
La Salle, I1l.: Open Court, 1962.

- Locke, John. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, ed. by A. C.
Fraser. 2 vols. New York: Dover, 1959.

- Prauss, Gerold. Erscheinung bei Kant. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1971.
- s . Kant und das Problem der Dinge an sich. Bonn: Bouvier, 1974.

S , ed. Kant: Zur Deutung seiner Theorie von Erkennen und
Handeln.

- Cologne: Kiepenhauer and Witsch, 1973.

- Prichard, H. A. Kant's Theory of Knowledge. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1909.

- Strawson, P. F. The Bounds of Sense: An Essay on Kant's Critique of Pure
Reason. London: Methuen, 1966.



