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Understanding and Describing the Universal Aesthetics
Model (Nature-Environment) Based on John Dewey’s
Theories and the Relationship with Contemporary
Environmental Aesthetics
Mostafa Hosein Zadeh™
Mohammad Reza Sharif Zadeh™

Abstract
Contemporary aesthetics emerged and developed in the United States of

America in the second half of the twentieth century and in particular during
its last three decades. The changes it underwent were not relevant to
contemporary scientific paradigms and philosophy; yet its basic concepts and
perspective alterations were introduced by John Dewey in the first half of the
twentieth century. “Nature-Environment” is one of the main components of
contemporary aesthetics and Dewey’s aesthetic paradigm. The fundamental
question is to see whether a universal aesthetics model of nature-environment
can be accounted for and incorporated in contemporary trends in
environmental aesthetics through understanding of Dewey’s aesthetic
paradigm. The aim of this study was to understand the contemporary
aesthetics of nature- environment from the perspective of universal aesthetics
and based on Dewey’s Theories. Accordingly, the characteristics of Dewey’s
Aesthetic paradigm were first identified using the inferential-analytic method
and a universal aesthetics model of nature-environment was then proposed
based on Dewey’s aesthetic components and the review of existing models.
Finally, its relationship with environmental aesthetic, the aesthetics of human
environments and everyday life, and sustainable aesthetics was elaborated on.

Keywords: Universal aesthetics model, John Dewey’s Aesthetics, environmental
aesthetics, everyday aesthetics, sustainable aesthetics.
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