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In the 17% century, the concept of natural education was proposed by Rousseau in
Emile’s book, and despite the public and private acceptance of this book since its
publication, researchers have different opinions about whether Rousseau’s words
were oriented towards individuality of natural education or its collectivism. Although
the extent of this controversy affects Rousseau’s thought, after clearly highlighting
this issue in the book of Ewile, this article examines Jirgen Alkers’ educational views
as one of the most important contemporary commentators of Rousseau’s, exploring
it in favor of the individuality of Emile's natural education. Hence, with the help of
Alkers’ clarifications of Rousseau's educational views, a deeper understanding of
Emile can be obtained, which can preserve the unity and coherence of Rousseau's
thought in other, lower layers. In this way, although individuality and collectivity are
natural characteristics of two distinct periods of Emile’s development, the principle
of submission to necessity resonates throughout Emile, and it is this principle that
keeps the unity of Rousseau’s educational thought intact.
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