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A Philosophical Study of the Role of Graphic Design in
Media according to the Frankfurt School’s Theory of Cul-
ture Industry (Kulturindustrie)

Azar Rahnama - Mohammad Reza Sharifzadeh

Abstract: Media and its influence on culture has been one of the issues
considered by the thinkers of Frankfurt School. Their line of thinking and
research based on the criticism of contemporary human situation from
macro and micro aspects led to the expression of theories concerning the
emergence and influence of capitalism. Through critical considerations,
they developed a theory called culture industry (Kulturindustrie) regard-
ing the domination of capitalism in communications, culture and art. By
analysis of culture in industrial society, they reached the conclusion that
mass media have led to the combination of art, philosophy and economy
and turned the cultural values to a commodity. Moreover, in the studies of
art from a critical point of view in Frankfurt School, two types of art are
raised: original art and reproducible and consumer art. Graphic design as a
reproducible art, in addition to having an aesthetic aspect, due to economic
relations of contemporary capitalism has had a considerable share in the
domain of media and promotion and expansion of capitalist hegemony.
It has established its own place as an art in the domain of media within
the economic system. In the present study the author has sought to study
the media role of graphic design as one of the most important factors of
information and dissemination of social science in the context of culture

industry and at the same time to assay the artistic aspects of this field.

Keywords: Frankfurt School, Cultural Industry, Graphic Design, Media,
Advertising
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