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Leibnizian Differential Calculus And Negative Aesthetics

sajad mombeini
Abstract: Critical theory has always been understood by contemporary philosophy and sociology
as something definite and “known” that finds its main roots in Hegelian-Marxist negation. But less
attention has been paid to the question of whether other lineages and societies can be discovered or
“invented” for it? Leibniz can be considered a philosopher who, through the lens of his differential
philosophy, exerted a marginal but powerful influence on critical theory. Here it is shown how the
three aesthetic concepts: Inequality, Autonomy and Harmony, are rooted in a kind of differential
calculus and can be explained using concepts such as Identity, Monad and Com-Possibility. In
addition to identifying the Leibnizian roots of negative aesthetics, the question has also been raised
as to how these concepts relate to differential concepts. Apart from the concept of Inequality in
Adorno’s thought, which is somehow in antagonistic relation to the Principle of Identity, the other
two concepts can be considered as philosophical-aesthetic forms of mathematical-physical con-
cepts; In a way, the Autonomic Art was shown to be a kind of monad, and Harmony was shown as
a form of Continuity. The idea of how a philosophical theory can be inspired by new mathematics
or physics should be considered the most promising achievement of this research.

Keywords: Negative Aesthetics, Critical Theory, Leibniz, Differential Calculus.
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7. Expression
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3. Compossiblity

4. Incompossibility

5. Continuity

6. Leibniz, 1916: 334, 669
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2. Existent

3. Possible

4. Compatible

5. Leibniz, 1916: 334
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