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An Enquiry into Peerhood in Disagreements over the Existence of
God: the Impossibility of Achieving Peerhood.

Jalal abdollahi

Abstract: Reflecting on the undeniable disagreements between theists and atheists about God’s existence
leads us to the question of whether the existence of such disagreements reduces the justification and ra-
tionality of belief in God. Reductionists (or Conciliationists) in the epistemology of disagreement, argue
that the awareness of disagreement among epistemic peers, which indicates the possibility of relevant and
serious error, will lead to the reduction of justification and rationality of beliefs. Thus, examining whether
disputants who disagree about God’s existence are epistemic peers becomes an important problem: if
parties are epistemic peers, these disagreements lead to the reduction of beliefs in God. In this article,
I examine the peerhood of the disputants in this dispute. Firstly, I describe Frederick Choo’s argument
which concludes that the parties of disputes are not epistemic peers by pointing out the difference in the
methodologies of disputants. Secondly, I discuss James Kraft’s article which argues in response to Choo
and in favor of confirmed peerhood (claims that disputants are epistemic peers). By tracing the significant
differences of disputants back to common epistemic grounds, Kraft tries to show that the disputants are
epistemic peers. After evaluating and criticizing the arguments, I show that if the disputants use different
methodologies to disagree about God’s existence, the awareness of disagreement will not have a serious
effect on reducing the justification and rationality of the disputants’ beliefs.

Keywords: Belief in God, disagreements, epistemic peer, difference in methodology, common epistemic
ground.
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