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Kripke, Soames, and the problem of the standard meter

Faraz Ghalbi

Abstract: According to Kripke, someone who fixes the referent of the term "one
meter" with the definite description "the length of stick S in Paris at time t" can
know a priori that one meter is the length of S in Paris at time t. Scott Soames
has reconstructed Kripke's claim as an argument and shown that this argument
is based on three principles. He then claimed that the third principle assumes a
meaning of the concept of a prior that is inconsistent with the traditional meaning
of that concept. So if Kripke's argument is based on the traditional meaning of the
concept of a priori, his argument does not work. In this paper, I first provide a de-
tailed formulation of the different interpretations of the meter example and similar
ones. This formulation helps us to understand under which interpretation Soames'
reconstruction of Kripke's argument should be understood. I then try to show that
the main conflict between Soames and Kripke is not about the traditional meaning
of the concept of a priori, but about what empirical evidence is. If my claim is true,
I conclude that Soames's criticism of Kripke's argument is question-begging at best.
Music, Philosophy of Music, Greek Music, alFarabi, Plato

Keywords: the standard meter, a priori, Kripke, Soames

VY ONEN b gl VI ONVE Y redly s o
arazghalbi@ipm.ir: e (ol sl sla 2l olKinsy 53 s adds eaSin g5, 5o (oo Gioms )



LN ol ol (eele AL 5l a4 Yo 51149) "0 dlss IS S5 S S o3
"aSTels "The F' fns cins L1 N"@,Msw 25 b 0L 3 65500
1SS 93 1) ) e 0958 sl Mol o o Lol eos g n) el

et The F NoKT Cusil axsls s> The F 510
N7 515 6la S5y 5 The F 81 oops o 5T (VAAY) (S S 51 aS auds i 3ilas
el A ol SISl Y i 5555 A (51 A e 0l (1) il oS (5loy)5S ol TT el

LS ol 858 5 1bls wgzrlpe 455 55 Ol - 5 IS s et o) il 5
S S o 0l (V) e 5 (G1)l3S (092 gt b (il ) 0 S ol s ol
Sl B L Sl (65950 SIS )l ol oS gsiose ol s SR o oS
ol (1) e oS SIS g 31 06 oS ol s ) s ST s> 855 5 ols
Sty S5t 1y oS ol 0l 0LolS S (a5 S L 8 S el S Ll T s e
d\wdmdlm‘W);.pjyﬂbpwﬁwy‘dmdlp.ﬁs-gx;u{
oy Sy gaots LS o 0l (V) e 451y Gloyl3S Ll o A LT oS sl (S S (sl
e R

0PP A my b Il e Jle cabasl o sleol piiay IVl 6l (K S

e e 18 e coplnly o Sl Jsl.ojvﬁ S a4 oS Sl (65,8 ol el 58 ) sk

2. stipulate

3.fix

"?la..m)\" Yo .g;,:\ Ak ol 03 et olil b Las}ﬁ. et b 0Ly s (proper name) ol L. &

rigid) o (6 Kl (ot o6 oS 0,8 o o ie (Kripke, 1980) (S 8 5l Cons o o el ol

Lk s 3 shauy) oS oKes plem a3 4 e opl 4 ool o [S3LS " plany)" .ol (designator

S8 5 K ke o8 Col e (definite description) goas Cieos aas s gl sl & M sla)"”

jL@JMLQLP)JASw‘wMW): "QJLM}‘J;LAUJ;J"]M"SLA J}“@°J)JTJ"L}"’.““‘U"’.“‘"L']‘>

JJSLAUJJ.JJJJ’LA EJLALS‘jJ M\_JJJ.{'L«JJ}WJMVLM}J\)‘&)\M >jmdaaﬁj‘5‘f}.b.~a)\.b_~yl.@,q

}L-.AI)‘AJJMW}JJ] J}))\)J?JO\JJ)LJ63)‘)3}?)J§MQL@_>UJWW$J§'L“A "djlob’w]

o a5 glo)liS oSl sl ol (S S s Gl Lo 8 oae Cho s 5 Lo o5 gl 4l das sl gl

u'i‘Jsj“:’ J;u A)l';o.i‘ =t C;)}..p IR M\)> A)L‘»‘CI;.AJJASJJLQM J.,LL dﬁ\} JK”\ 5)\4'54.‘5@ QL;J(\)

s s

55 45 AL ol 5385 e A 3l sgmge The Foas o oy asl s 55 The F eyl 31t o0
) ) .L:«Lr S9> 50 sfﬁ-uT(Satley) J—SJ aJ))T).g (5“’;;'?‘")4']’)‘)‘;)’:”"‘?’}:

6. essential properties

7. a priori
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4) The term " 4,5 5" in Farsi refers to an object if and only if that object
is a rabbit.
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