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Philosophical dualisms have continuously confronted a fundamental dilemma:
how to preserve the immateriality and immortality of the soul while simultaneously
accounting for the concrete unity of the human being and the causal interaction
between soul and body. This dilemma, which persists in contemporary philosophy
of mind through the "hard problem of consciousness" and the explanatory
limitations of physicalism, stems from the traditional opposition between
materialism and immaterialism. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical and comparative
methodology, this study formulates this dilemma into three central problems—
personal unity, causal interaction, and universal immortality—and establishes
precise evaluative criteria to conduct a comparative analysis of key philosophical
paradigms: contemporary physicalism, Cartesian dualism, and Transcendent
Wisdom. The innovation of this research lies in offering an integrated comparative
framework that not only evaluates competing systems against these criteria but also
subjects the Sadrian solution to critical internal and external challenges. Findings
reveal that Transcendent Wisdom—grounded in the modulation of existence,
substantial motion, and the principle of the soul's "corporeal origination and
spiritual subsistence"—provides a cohetrent framework capable of resolving all
three problems concurrently. By establishing the imaginal body (in contrast to
descending transmigration) and articulating longitudinal-gradational causation in
moral agency, this system demonstrates superior explanatory efficacy over both
physicalism and substance dualism. Ultimately, this research opens new horizons
for transcending the impasses of physicalism without lapsing into incompatibilist
dualisms.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction & Background

The inquiry into the ontological status of the human being—specifically the relationship
between soul/mind (nafs) and body (jism)—rtemains one of the most enduring
dilemmas in metaphysics and the philosophy of mind. Historical dualist frameworks,
most notably Cartesian substance dualism, established a rigid ontological dichotomy
between res cogitans (thinking substance) and res extensa (extended substance). While
Cartesian dualism successfully safeguarded the immateriality, rational dignity, and
immortality of the soul, it created an insurmountable philosophical impasse: how two
radically distinct, incompatible substances can causally interact, and how they can
constitute a single, concrete human individual. In contemporary philosophy, the failure
of substance dualism led to the dominance of physicalism, which attempts to resolve
the interaction problem by reducing mental states to physical brain states. However,
physicalism faces its own critical impasses, notably the "hard problem of
consciousness,” the explanatory gap regarding subjective experience (qualia), and the
inability to provide a metaphysical grounding for human agency and post-mortem
survival.

2. Statement of the Problem & Research Objectives
This study formulates the overarching dilemma of human ontological status into three
core metaphysical problems:

1. The Problem of Personal Identity and Concrete Unity: How to account for the
lived, unified reality of the human person without reducing the soul to an
epiphenomenon of matter or reducing the body to an accidental vessel.

2. The Problem of Causal and Perceptual Interaction: How mental intentions
influence physical action, and how physical stimuli produce conscious mental states
without violating causal principles.

3. The Problem of Universal Immortality: How the human soul survives physical
death while preserving individual identity, avoiding both physicalist annihilation and the
metaphysical fallacies of descending transmigration (tanasukh nuzali).

3. Methodology & Theoretical Framework

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and criterion-referenced comparative
methodology. It systematically evaluates three major philosophical paradigms:
Contemporary Physicalism, Cartesian Substance Dualism, and Transcendent Wisdom
(Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah) as formulated by Mulla Sadra. By establishing explicit evaluative
criteria based on internal coherence, explanatory power regarding human experience,
and metaphysical economy, the paper subjects each paradigm to critical scrutiny while
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simultaneously evaluating Sadrian ontology against potential internal and external
objections.

4. Main Findings & Comparative Evaluation

The findings reveal that neither Cartesian dualism nor contemporary physicalism offers
an ontologically satisfactory solution. Cartesianism fails on causal interaction, relying on
ad hoc mechanisms such as pineal localization or occasionalism. Physicalism fails to
account for intentionality, subjective qualia, and immortality.

In contrast, Transcendent Wisdom provides an integrative resolution grounded in
three foundational metaphysical principles:

* Gradational Modulation of Existence (Tashkik al-Wujud): Existence is a single,
continuous reality characterized by degrees of intensity. Matter and spirit are not two
radically opposed substances, but different ontological levels along a unified existential
continuum.

* Substantial Motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah): Motion occurs not merely in
accidental categories but within the very essence (jawhar) of material reality, allowing
matter to undergo continuous ontological intensification.

* Corporeal Origination and Spiritual Subsistence (Jismaniyyat al-Huduth wa
Rahaniyyat al-Baqa’): The human soul is not an eternally pre-existing immaterial entity
dropped into a physical body. Rather, it originates in and through material substance.
Through substantial motion, the soul progressively evolves, transitioning from physical
potentiality to immaterial actuality (tajarrud) while maintaining an intrinsic,
developmental connection to the body.

Furthermore, this study highlights how Mulla Sadra addresses post-mortem
survival through the concept of the Imaginal Body (al-jism al-mithali). Unlike classical
doctrines that risked descending transmigration (tanasukh nuzali)—the re-entry of a
perfected soul into a lower physical body—Transcendent Wisdom demonstrates that
the soul independently generates its own imaginal body in accordance with its acquired
moral dispositions (malakat). This guarantees personal identity and individual
immortality in the intermediate realm (barzakh) without violating substantial motion or
regressing to physical reincarnation. Regarding moral agency, Sadra replaces horizontal
substance interaction with longitudinal-gradational causation (flliyyah taliyyah
tashkikiyyah), wherein the soul operates as the ultimate organizing form (Surah) of the

body.

5. Innovation & Conclusion
The primary innovation of this research lies in providing an integrated, criterion-based
comparative framework that synthesizes classical Islamic metaphysics with
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contemporary debates in the philosophy of mind. Rather than offering a mere
theological defense, the study subjects Sadrian ontology to rigorous conceptual
challenges, addressing potential objections concerning emergentism and dual-aspect
monism. The research concludes that Transcendent Wisdom offers a superior, non-
reductive, and holistic framework that successfully overcomes the impasses of
physicalism without lapsing into incompatibilist dualisms.
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