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The relationship between soul and body in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy is a
controversial topic due to its great importance, as well as the specific path and
original ideas that Mulla Sadra presented in explaining it. Mulla Sadra, on the one
hand, by proposing the idea of corporeal origination (hudath jismani), and on the
other hand, by proposing the principal body and the sensible body, has explained
the major part of his views regarding the relationship between soul and body. The
idea of the principal body and the sensible body is one of Mulla Sadra’s important
innovations concerning the soul. However, juxtaposing Mulla Sadra’s statements
in various passages concerning the principal body, the sensible body, and corporeal
origination, certain contradictions become apparent. The aim of this research is to
employ a descriptive-analytical and argumentative method to identify these
contradictions and, in the next step, to examine their validity or invalidity. The
findings indicate that these contradictions are generally related to the starting point
of the soul’s origination, whether or not the soul encompasses the levels of
elemental, mineral, and vegetable forms, the union of soul and body, the
embodiment of the soul, the identity of the soul with the sensible body and its
organs at their levels, and the substantial correspondence and union between soul

and body.
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Extended Abstract

Basically, when explaining the relationship between the soul and the body in Sadrian
philosophy, what is considered first is the corporeal origination of the soul, followed by
three topics: (1) the graded unitary existence of the soul and the role of the soul’s
substantial motion in transforming it into something immaterial, (2) the relationship
between the soul and the faculties of the soul, and (3) the relationship between the soul
and the physical organic body of the human being.

Mulla Sadra has spoken of the principal body and the secondary body in some of
his works. Failure to pay attention to this innovation of Mulla Sadra will likely render
the understanding of the graded (hierarchical) relation between soul and body
incomplete, and in some cases contrary to Mulla Sadra’s main purpose. In Mulla Sadra’s
explanation of the idea of the principal body and the sensible body, there are ambiguities
as to whether the principal body is the lower grade of the soul, or the sensible body, or
both? how the faculties of the soul relate to the secondary body and how they relate to
the principal body? whether the union between soul and body is between the soul and
the principal body or the secondary body? and so on.

Therefore, the aim of this research is to answer the question: “‘What contradictions
has the proposal of the idea of the principal body and the sensible body created in the
explanation of the soul-body relationship in Sadrian philosophy?

Mulla Sadra holds that the body is the embodied soul. The existence of the soul at
the grade of the material world is realized with a bodily existence and in the form of a
physical body. This bodily existence does not contradict its purely immaterial existence,
and the intellectual soul at the grade of the material body is identical with it, having
become material in that grade. Because there is a union relationship between the soul
and the body, the result of which is the rejection of any duality between them. The
result of this union is that the body is the lower grade of the soul, which comes into
being with it, and the soul, after reaching the higher grades of existence, is the higher
grade of the body; for it is the very form of the body that has reached the higher grades.

Thus, the relationship between the soul and the body in Sadrian philosophy is
precisely similar to the relationship between the soul and its faculties; just as the reality
of the faculties was identical with the soul at various grades, the body is also considered
the lowest grade of the soul, and the reality of the body is identical with the soul.

Now a fundamental question arises: this body, which is the lowest grade of the soul,
which body is it? Does the human being have one body or two bodies? Does it refer to
the same physical organic body?

Mulla Sadra explicitly maintains two types of body for the human being, which are
non-identical; among them, one is the principal and the other is a shell and outward
appearance for it; one is the sensible body and the other is the non-sensible body. The
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body in which the soul exercises its agency and direction is the non-sensible body, not
this material body.

Therefore, in Mulla Sadra’s view, the attribution of two bodies to the human being
is assumed as certain. The first body, which is the principal body, has a body that is the
same physical organic body, and this body is considered body for the principal body;
but for the soul, it is considered the second and secondary body. Accordingly, the
physical body with organism is considered the secondary body, not the principal body.
The sensible body being a sheath for the principal body is the case when the highest
grade of the sensible body is the lowest grade of the principal body, so that they can be
of the same grade, and thus the sensible body may serve as the cover of the principal
body.

He attributes several features to the principal body:

1. The material and sensible body has no union composition with the soul; rather,
when Mulla Sadra speaks of the existential union between soul and body, he
means the union of the soul with the principal body.

2. Mulla Sadra considers the imaginal body to possess the five particular
perceptual faculties (spiritual organs), to the extent that he even holds that after
death, through this very imaginal body, one possesses sensory faculties. The
imaginal body is the same body that the human being deals with in dreams: with
its eyes it sees, with its ears it hears, and so on.

3. The intermediary through which the soul exercises its agency and direction over
the sensible body is the principal body.

4. The imaginal body has an imaginal immateriality and in Sadra’s texts is the same
as the animal soul.

5. 'The principal body is suitable for the substance of the soul, but the sensible
body is not suitable for the substance of the soul, because the principal body,
in Sadra’s view, is also immaterial and possesses the initial grades of imaginal
immateriality.

By juxtaposing Mulla Sadra’s statements in various passages concerning the
principal body, the sensible body, and corporeal origination, and comparing them with
one another, fundamental contradictions become apparent. these contradictions are
generally related to the starting point of the soul’s origination, whether or not the soul
encompasses the levels of elemental, mineral, and vegetable forms, the union of soul
and body, the embodiment of the soul, the identity of the soul with the sensible body
and its organs at their levels, and the substantial correspondence and union between
soul and body. Considering the passages and headings under which Mulla Sadra has
proposed the idea of the principal and secondary bodies, and analyzing his concerns in
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raising this discussion under those passages and headings, it can be concluded that the
issue of bodily resurrection was his main reason for proposing the idea of the principal
body. Mulla Sadra may have been able to somewhat resolve the issue of bodily
resurrection through his ideas; however, these ideas have been proposed in such a way
that they either are inconsistent with his other views in other passages and headings, or
are incompatible with his own principles, or create contradictions with his own
definitions of certain concepts. Accordingly, the idea of the principal body and the
belief in the existence of such an entity, although correct and consistent with Sadrian
principles, the way the matter is presented—namely, regarding and naming it as a body,
even if it is a imaginal body—gives rise to contradictions that cannot be overlooked.
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