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The present article, focusing on the work "Alba" (the transgenic
fluorescent rabbit by Eduardo Kac), examines the possibility of analyzing
non-human subjectivity in transgenic art by employing Gilles Deleuze's
theory of the "larval subject." The primary problem is the inadequacy of
traditional artistic criticism frameworks for analyzing works situated at
the intersection of art, science, and philosophy. This research aims to
provide a theoretical model for analyzing such works. The main research
question is: How can Deleuze's "larval subject” serve as a model for
analyzing non-human subjectivity in transgenic art? Utilizing a hybrid
methodology with an interpretive-critical approach, this study integrates
the philosophy of Deleuze (concepts of the larval subject, organic time,
and simulacrum) and Simondon (concepts of individuation and the
membrane) with biotechnology. The findings demonstrate that the
metabolism of the Green Fluorescent Protein (GFP) in Alba embodies a
"larval subject." By redefining the organism-environment relationship and
preserving species differences as a simulacrum, it -challenges
anthropocentrism in art and philosophy, thereby actualizing the shift of art
from the realm of representation to the realm of biotechnology. This
research proves the necessity of employing post-Hegelian philosophies
for analyzing contemporary art.
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Extended Abstract

The contemporary emergence of transgenic and bio-technological art has fundamentally
challenged the traditional frameworks of artistic criticism. A seminal work such as “Alba,”
the transgenic fluorescent rabbit created by Eduardo Kac, not only blurs the boundaries
between “nature” and “technology” but also raises profound philosophical questions about
subjectivity, agency, and the redefinition of “life” in contemporary art. This article addresses
the core problem of the inadequacy of existing critical models for analyzing works situated
at the intersection of art, science, and philosophy. It posits that the philosophies of Gilles
Deleuze and Gilbert Simondon provide a powerful theoretical lens for such an endeavor.
Focusing on Alba—a rabbit engineered to express the Green Fluorescent Protein (GFP) from
a jellyfish—the research demonstrates how this living artwork embodies key Deleuzian and
Simondonian concepts, thereby challenging anthropocentrism and signaling art’s passage
from the realm of representation into the domain of biotechnology.

The primary research question investigates how Deleuze’s notion of the “larval
subject” can serve as a model for analyzing non-human subjectivity in transgenic art.
Employing an interpretive-critical methodology, the study integrates Deleuze’s
philosophy—particularly the concepts of the larval subject, organic time, and the simulacrum
from Difference and Repetition and The Logic of Sense—with Simondon’s theories of
individuation and the membrane. It argues that Alba is not merely a biological curiosity or a
symbolic artistic statement but a literal text that enacts a post-Hegelian, differential ontology.
The fluorescent rabbit becomes a site where philosophy becomes material, and biological
processes become philosophical expression.

Central to the analysis is Deleuze’s “larval subject,” a pre-individual, passive self that
precedes and grounds active, representational consciousness. This subject is not a unified “I”
but a dissolved multiplicity of organic syntheses. In Alba, the rhythmic metabolism and
expression of the GFP protein precisely embody this concept. The process of GFP
fluorescence is not a superficial optical effect but a deep, metabolic cognition—a ““cognition
based on metabolism” as Deleuze describes it. Each cycle of glowing, driven by cellular
processes and triggered by UV light, constitutes a passive organic synthesis. The rabbit’s
body hosts a series of such syntheses—digestion, cellular division, protein expression—each
with its own rhythm. These rhythmic series do not coalesce into a single, stable ego but
remain a dissolved multiplicity of “contemplative souls” or “little selves” at the cellular and
metabolic level. Thus, Alba exemplifies a larval subjectivity: a non-human, pre-personal
agency that operates through differential rhythms rather than reflexive thought, challenging
the human-centric models of consciousness and agency dominant in both art history and
philosophy.

This larval subjectivity is intrinsically linked to a specific temporal mode: Deleuze’s
“organic time.” In Difference and Repetition, Deleuze elaborates a passive synthesis of time
grounded in habit, which contracts past and future into a living present (“lived present”).
Alba’ fluorescence renders this organic time visible and tangible. The rhythm of its
glowing—the periodic emergence of green light under UV—is not governed by
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chronological, homogenous time but by metabolic time. This rhythm synthesizes a genetic
past (the incorporated jellyfish DNA) and a potential future (the capacity to glow) into the
immediate, living present of its cellular activity. The “now” of Alba’s glow expands and
contracts between two metabolic needs, between moments of nutritional intake and
fluorescent expression. This temporality is differential; each pulse of light, while seemingly
repetitive, is singular—varying slightly in intensity, duration, and quality. It is a pure
becoming, a “static genesis” made dynamic. Consequently, Alba’s body becomes a living
clock, not measuring abstract seconds but exhibiting time as an immanent, generative force
inherent to organic processes themselves.

The article further explores the ontological status of Alba through Deleuze’s concept
of the “simulacrum.” In contrast to Platonic copies that derive from an ideal model, the
simulacrum is a system grounded in pure difference, where different relates to different
through difference itself. Alba operates as such a simulacrum. It is a hybrid that does not
resolve into a new, stable identity (a “glowing rabbit” as a species) but maintains the
difference between its constitutive genetic components—the rabbit and the jellyfish. Their
relationship is one of disjunctive synthesis: they communicate not through a shared identity
or analogy but through their very divergence. This structure challenges the representational
logic of art, which often seeks to represent a pre-existing model or idea. Alba does not
represent hybridity; it is a hybridity-in-action, a becoming that refuses stable representation.
It is a “monster” in the etymological sense, a showing (monstrare) of difference itself. As a
simulacrum, it undermines anthropocentrism by presenting a form of subjectivity and relation
that escapes human categories of identity and sameness.

The philosophical framework is enriched by integrating Gilbert Simondon’s theory of
individuation. For Simondon, the individual is not a given substance but a metastable phase
within an ongoing process of individuation, always carrying a pre-individual charge. Alba
perfectly illustrates this state of perpetual becoming. Its genetic modification introduces a
potent pre-individual charge—the jellyfish DNA—that triggers and sustains a new process
of individuation, manifesting as fluorescence. The membrane, a key concept for Simondon,
is not a fixed boundary but a differential, polarizing interface that regulates exchanges
between interior and exterior, maintaining a metastable equilibrium. In Alba, the cellular
membrane containing the GFP protein acts as such a differential membrane. It facilitates the
transduction between internal biochemical processes (protein synthesis) and external
environmental factors (UV light), producing the fluorescent event. This aligns with
Deleuze’s description of passive syntheses operating on three divergent levels: within the
body, between bodies, and between series. The Simondonian membrane provides a
topological model for understanding how Alba’s body, as a zone of transduction, connects
disparate series (genetic, metabolic, luminous, artistic) without unifying them into a
homogenous whole.

The analysis also extends, in a more speculative vein, to a psychoanalytic register
through Deleuze’s reading of Melanie Klein. Here, Alba is interpreted as a “partial object”
and a “fantasy.” It resists integration into a complete, unified object (whether as a “real
rabbit” or a “pure artwork™), forever oscillating between good object (symbol of artistic
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innovation) and bad object (symbol of genetic manipulation). Its body functions as a “body
without organs,” a fluid, genetic surface where the fantasy of the “glowing being” is staged.
This fantasy, as the organizer of meaning, connects the disparate series of its existence. The
fundamental “sexual history” of Alba—the moment of genetic splicing—remains as an
unspeakable, virtual dimension that coexists with but is never fully captured by any linguistic
description or artistic categorization. The rabbit’s body thus becomes an “event,” the site
where meaning is generated in the very oscillation and resonance between its material reality
and its fantastical dimension.

In conclusion, this research establishes that the philosophical framework of Deleuze,
complemented by Simondon, offers a potent and necessary model for analyzing transgenic
bio-art like Alba. It successfully demonstrates that the GFP metabolism in Alba is a concrete
instantiation of the “larval subject,” a dissolved, rhythmic, non-human subjectivity operating
in the pre-representational realm. The work embodies “organic time,” making the synthesis
of past and future in a living present perceptible. Furthermore, Alba functions as a
“simulacrum,” preserving genetic difference without synthesis and thereby subverting
anthropocentric and representational paradigms in art. The roles of the artist and the artwork
are consequently transformed: the artist shifts from being a creator of representations to a
participant in a bio-technological process of creation, while the artwork becomes a living
text, a genuine “thought-event” in Deleuzian terms. This reading validates the necessity of
employing post-Hegelian, differential philosophy to engage with the complexities of
contemporary art at the frontiers of biotechnology. It suggests future research pathways,
including the comparative analysis of other bio-artworks through this lens, the exploration of
connections between neuro-aesthetics and the philosophy of difference, and the examination
of the ethical implications arising from this non-anthropocentric understanding of artistic
creation. Ultimately, Alba stands not as an isolated artistic provocation but as a pioneering
case study proving that contemporary philosophy provides indispensable analytical tools for
comprehending the profound ontological, aesthetic, and ethical shifts heralded by the fusion
of art and life science.
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