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This article aims to infer and present a correct definition of one of the
most important contemporary issues and challenges, namely the nature
of freedom, according to the final viewpoint of Sadr al-Muta’allihin,
known as Mulla Sadra. Freedom in the Sadraean philosophical system
can be defined as "transcendence in sublimity." According to Mulla
Sadra's intermediate viewpoint, this transcendence is "existential
transcendence" which is grounded in emerging from potentiality to
actuality and acquiring perfections. However, according to Mulla
Sadra's final viewpoint and the theory of unveiling, it is
"manifestational transcendence" grounded in unveiling what is within
the heart. In this research, by utilizing Mulla Sadra's passages and
taking his final theories into consideration, and by presenting three
arguments—namely, the relational essence (‘ayn al-rabt), innate
nature (fitra), and self-knowledge (ma rifat al-nafs)—we establish a
sublime definition of the nature of freedom, interpreting freedom as
the unveiling and manifestation of the reality and essence of the soul.
This manifestation is directed toward the sacred divine essence and the
concealed stage of the soul, and its prerequisite is existential expansion
and an increase in human capacity. Therefore, freedom is not an
accidental or acquired matter, but rather a revelatory one, consisting of
the manifestation of hidden inner perfections in the essence of
humanity through manifestational movement and transcendence. This
freedom is of degrees; the more one is cleansed of animal and psychic
determinations, the more freedom become manifest, and the ultimate
goal of this freedom is the station of the perfect human (insan kamil).
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Extended Abstract

Types of Freedom: In Mulla Sadra's philosophy, freedom appears in two senses: voluntary
freedom (ikhtiyar, or free will) and existential or manifestational freedom. (1) Voluntary
freedom: Mulla Sadra attributes voluntary freedom to humans, fundamentally considering
humanity as compelled and necessitated toward free will and freedom. This means that
humans are inherently free and possessed of choice, enabling them to select the path of
felicity or wretchedness. (2) Existential or manifestational freedom: From Mulla Sadra's
perspective, a human who possesses the prior form of freedom (free will) can traverse the
path of existential freedom or, alternatively, the path of existential bondage. Existential
freedom is the expansion and sublimation of humanity's existential identity, in contrast to
existential constriction and narrowness. Sadraean transcendent freedom is, in fact, human
felicity and perfection, which encompasses extensive degrees of absoluteness (itlaq), while
its opposite—bondage—encompasses various levels of degradation. Based on their fluid
identity, humans can attain the highest existential degrees and manifestations of the reality
of being, or descend to the lowest levels of psychic degradation. In this article, human free
will is taken as a given, and the issue under discussion is the second type of freedom, namely
the freedom related to the expansion of human identity.

The Reality of Freedom: In common discussions of transcendent philosophy, the
reality of freedom is transcendence in sublimity within the context of gradation (tashkik) in
existence, that is, the intensifying (ishtidadr) movement of the soul and its progression from
potentiality to actuality through the acquisition of perfections and union with them. The
greater this transcendence and intensification become, the more expansive the existential
development, capacity, absoluteness, and freedom of the human being. However, based on
Mulla Sadra's final and mystical viewpoint, the reality of freedom is interpreted in terms of
revelatory and manifestational transcendence. According to the theory of unveiling
(inkishaf), the reality of freedom is defined as the unveiling and manifestation of the reality
and essence of the soul, and the removal of veils from it, because the essence of humanity—
based on three arguments (one: humanity's being a relational and aspectual essence; two: the
theory of innate nature; and three: the correlation between self-knowledge and knowledge of
the Lord)—along with Mulla Sadra's explicit yet overlooked texts, possesses all perfections.
Thus, humanity must pursue the unveiling of those perfections and the liberation of the reality
of its own essence. Accordingly, freedom is not an accidental, acquired, or perfective matter,
but rather a revelatory one, consisting of the manifestation of hidden inner perfections in the
essence of humanity through manifestational movement and transcendence.

One of the most important implications of the revelatory interpretation of freedom is
that the "self of the self" must be regarded as the foundation of freedom. Given the three
aforementioned arguments (the theory of the relational essence, the theory of innate nature,
and the theory of self-knowledge), it becomes clear that the truth and core of humanity is
God. To attain true freedom, humanity must return to its true self. Therefore, the freedom-
seeking individual, in order to manifest greater absoluteness and freedom within themselves,
must purge their psychic determinations and remove the accidents and concomitants that
have befallen the soul. God as the Exalted Truth is pure absoluteness and absolute freedom,
and humanity—which is a relational essence to that Truth—in order to benefit from that
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absoluteness, must purify its existential channels and loci of manifestation from apparent and
hidden sins and impurities. The greater the purification of the spirit, the greater the effusion
from the infinite God; and the more darkness afflicts the soul, the greater the bondage within
the narrow confines of accumulated vices. Purification has degrees, such as purification from
sins, purification of the imagination, purification of the intellect, purification of the heart,
purification of the spirit, and purification of the innermost self.

Philosophy of Sharia: Humanity, in order to realize freedom and ascend to stations of
absoluteness while escaping from descending constraints, prepares the ground and provides
matters such as acts of worship, ethics, and virtues, thereby bringing the perfections
embedded in the depths of its own essence to unveiling, emergence, manifestation, and
radiance. One of the most important rationales behind Sharia and the sending of prophets in
the thought of Mulla Sadra is the liberation of humans from the descending levels of the
psychic and animal realms and their elevation to stations of absoluteness and humanity: "The
philosophy of religious obligations, the establishment of divine laws, the sending of
messengers, and the descent of heavenly books is nothing other than the perfection of human
souls, their deliverance from the earthly world and the land of opposites, and the severing of
the bonds of enslavement to desires, places, and directions. This perfection and detachment
depend upon transforming the ever-renewing, circulating life into an enduring, stable
existence."

The distinction of the human soul from other creations lies in the fact that, firstly, it
possesses the capacity for the manifestation of all perfections, and secondly, it can possess
all manifestations in a balanced manner and become the vicegerent of God (khalifat Allah).
A human who seeks to attain the highest degrees of human perfections and true freedom
must, firstly, manifest perfections within themselves to the greatest possible extent, and
secondly, manifest those perfections in a balanced way within themselves. Therefore, the
freest human is the perfect human, who, through annihilation in God (fana’ fi Allah), has
attained a balanced manifestation and an all-encompassing unveiling of attributes, and has
reached complete and harmonious manifestation in relation to the reality of God (which
encompasses all perfect attributes). The further a human descends from this station of
comprehensive and balanced manifestation, the more they will be ensnared in psychic bonds
and bondage, with their freedom diminished and their enslavement increased.

Therefore: 1) Freedom takes form within the context of the soul, in the interior and
inner essence of humanity; 2) Negative freedom means liberation from the current
determination of the soul, while positive freedom means liberation toward attaining a greater
and more balanced manifestation, and drawing nearer to the core of the inner essence and the
Exalted Truth (God); 3) Negative and positive types of freedom are inextricably linked; 4)
This freedom and the removal of psychic veils has degrees and stations, ranging from the
constriction of psychic and animal determinations to the expansiveness of human and divine
levels; 5) Annihilation in God, the greater justice, the station of divine vicegerency, and the
perfect human are also the ultimate goal of freedom, which is the attainment of manifestation
from God the Exalted, who encompasses all perfect attributes in a balanced manner.

This elegant theory by Mulla Sadra has implications that are deduced from the sublime
contours of Sadraean wisdom and his texts, leading to transformations in prevailing
perspectives, such as: 1) the foundation of freedom is the "self of the self"; 2) the
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transformation of "substantial intensifying existential motion" into "intensifying
manifestational motion," and the transformation of "acquisition of perfections and union with
them" into "unveiling of perfections"; 3) the ultimate goal of unveiling is the ultimate goal
of freedom.
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