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In this paper we aim to broaden the scope and significance of Ricoeur’s
theory of metaphor to an ontological level. He has innovatively mentioned
this possibility but has not so much proceeded to it. This potentiality has
been considered by some thinkers in various ways. In this essay, we will
discuss it in relation to the ontological structure of the "self" or Da-Zein
in Ricoeur and Heidegger. By focusing on the concept and structure of the
self, in both philosophers, we would graft the semantic approach of
Ricoeur onto the ontological view point of Heidegger. We will show that
how the "self", from the aspect of its ontological structure, could have a
metaphorical nature. To do so, we argue that the concepts of (1)
understanding and (2) time, as the ontological structure of the self in both
philosophers, have metaphoric feature. The result of this enquiry would
offer an ontological basis for creating metaphors and at the same time
would show the innovative and interpretive structure of the self. It, also,
enables us to relate ontology to epistemology from a new standpoint.
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Extended Abstract

In this paper my argument is to broaden the scope and significance of Ricoeur’s theory of
metaphor to an ontological level. He has innovatively mentioned this possibility but has not
so much proceeded to it. This potentiality has been considered by some thinkers in various
ways. | will discuss it in relation to the structure of the self in Heidegger and Ricoeur. By
focusing on the concept and metaphorical structure of the self, in both philosophers, we
would graft the semantic approach of Ricoeur onto the ontological view point of Heidegger.
We will show that how the "self", from the aspect of its ontological structure, could have a
metaphorical nature. To do so, we argue that the concepts of (1) understanding and (2) time,
as the ontological structure of the self in both philosophers, have metaphoric feature. The
result of this enquiry would offer an ontological basis for creating metaphors and at the
same time would show the innovative and interpretive structure of the self. It, also, enables
us to relate ontology to epistemology from a new standpoint.

In this writing, I will analyze the characteristics of metaphor in Ricoeur's theory and
then develop it to Heidegger's ontology of Dasein. Simultaneous preservation of identity in
difference and closing distant meanings according to some similarities in a semantic
transition is the main features of metaphor in Ricoeur's view. It seems that, on the basis of
Ricoeur's definition of metaphor, we can somehow trace metaphoric features in Heidegger's
thought too. Although Ricoeur discusses metaphor in relation to semantic creation and
transition within language, I indicate that there is a kind of ontological and metaphorical
aspect within the existential structure of Dasein. Therefore, I discuss the possibility of an
ontological transition within the structure of metaphor in Dasein.

Then I show that in Heidegger's and Ricoeur's thought, selthood is fulfilled in the
horizons of "understanding”" and "time" and in these horizons has metaphoric character.
Establishing the new semantic and ontological pertinences on the basis of metaphoric
features, displays the innovative and interpretive structure of the self. Accordingly, we see
that self-understanding is a kind of self-fulfillment and is not a completed process; hence
the self is not an absolute entity. The idea of metaphoric self will help us to make a new
relationship between ontology and epistemology. This new ontological view about the
existential structure of Dasein would give us a good reason for considering the possibility
of creating and understanding metaphors and metaphoric thinking by the self. In this regard,
Dasein's existence would be the source of innovation and creation in reality and Being.

Ricoeur believes that metaphor contains an "ontological" excitement which leads us to
re-describe reality. It could tell us something about ourselves and our world that we did not
know before; This new description has deep ontological consequences that affect our
understanding of the verb "to be".

On Ricoeur's semantic account, the function of imagination is a linguistic and
metaphorical process. It grafts sensible objects onto intelligible concepts and finds
similarities among differences. In Heidegger's thought, standing out and returning to oneself
from the things and others is the special characteristic of ontological structure of Dasein.
This structure would manifest the simultaneous gathering of semblance and difference,
closeness and distance which are the features of metaphor. So, I argue that the structure of
the self in Heidegger contains a metaphorical feature. This specific character of the self-
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structure could justify creativity, innovation, dynamism, and changeability of the self in its
being. Furthermore, self-understanding would be a kind of self-fulfillment and self-
constituting, so, self is not totalized.

I will argue that how the self and self-understanding, in both philosophers, would be
realized in the horizons of "understanding" and "time" and have metaphorical character.

For metaphoric understanding, I will analyze two common important features between
metaphor and understanding which are seing as/as if, and identity in difference.

In Ricoeur's idea, understanding something "as" something else is related to the
metaphoric structure of understanding. Through metaphor, we understand something as
something else which is similar to it.

In Heidegger, also, understanding has metaphoric feature because what unfolds through
understanding is always realized within "as if" structure. Understanding something "as"
something else which is similar to it becomes possible in a meaningful texture.
Understanding something "as" something else is not first shown in the proposition, but is
first "expressed" in the proposition. Thus in "phenomenology", which from Heidegger's
point of view is the same as ontology, everything is fundamentally perceived as something
else. So, it seems that phenomenology has also a metaphorical function.

For metaphoric feature of time, I will show the relation of time, narration and metaphor
in Ricoeur; Then, I would consider the relation of time, present, care, and metaphor in
Heidegger.

Ricoeur believes that time is understandable and explicable just through the narrative.
In his idea, narrative plot discloses the order of temporal change and sequence within its
unification. He considers plot to be a big metaphor, since, like metaphor, it relates
differences within a unified order. So, the essence of time in Ricoeur's thought is
metaphoric. As the self and self-understanding in Ricoeur's idea are fundamentally narrative
and temporal, we can, consequently, say that they have metaphoric feature.

In Heidegger, I will focus on Dasein's outstanding and projecting in the process of
understanding which is rooted in its existential temporality. This transcendence is because
of the spannedness and transition within the nature of time. It seems that Heidegger
considers it to be the intrinsic feature of time and does not specify it. Here, we want to
suggest metaphoricity of the nature of time as a reason for it.

The nature and the essence of time in Heidegger's thought, is the "present" and what
constitutes the structure of the present is the "instant". Future, past, and present are three
ecstasies of temporality. Dasein's triple ecstasies are toward what has been (past), what is
going to happen (future), and what is being "as" things and others (present). They have a
single structure and are not separate and distinct from each other. The unity of these three
ecstasies is in the present time or now-time. The now or the instant in present time is never
the same and never a single one, but another, a not-the-same and not-one. Since, the now-
time, just like metaphor, is the accumulation of to be and not to be, the sameness and
difference, we can say that now-time as the essence of time is metaphorical in nature.

Another evidence for showing the metaphorical feature of Dasein on the basis of the
metaphorical time is the concept of "care". The structure of the care, as the basis of
temporality, is being outside of oneself and at the same time towards oneself. Conquering
this gap and closing far distances while preserving both in unification, is through the ecstasy
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and spannedness of the now-time which, in my view, has metaphorical feature. The care is
a concept with which Heidegger explains the whole existential structure of Dasein. So, the
self and self-understanding which ontologically realized in the horizon of time, has also
metaphorical structure.
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