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The depth and spread of Descartes’ philosophical thoughts, he man
transferred from the Renaissance to the modern period to the Modern ages,
made it possible for the contemporary and later philosophers to interpret,
analyze and criticize them. Descartes called his knowledge tree, the
undoubted foundation as “I” or “thinking thing” (Res Cogitans); then,
based on that, he proved the body or the outer world, God and other
sciences. Heidegger considered such a thing by Descartes as meaning the
separation of subject and object, something he did not believe in himself.
By introducing the interrogator nature of the human being, which he calls
Dasein or “being-in-the-world” or “existence-there” nature of humans, he
rejected the subjectivity and objectivity separation, and criticized the
foundation of Descartes’ philosophical thoughts. He considered
Descartes’ ontology as the continuance of the ontology in the Middle Ages
and criticized it. Through consideration of Heidegger’s well-known book,
“Existence and Time”, the present paper distinguishes his five main
Onticol-Ontological criticisms on Descartes’ philosophy and investigates
them.
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Extended Abstract

This study undertakes a rigorous philosophical examination of Martin Heidegger's
fundamental critique of René Descartes' metaphysical foundations, with particular focus on
how Cartesian dualism fundamentally distorts our understanding of human existence and
obstructs access to the primordial question of Being. Through meticulous hermeneutic
analysis of Being and Time and related works, the paper demonstrates how Heidegger's
deconstruction of the res cogitans-res extensa dichotomy opens radical new possibilities for
ontology beyond the subject-object paradigm that has dominated Western philosophy since
the early modern period. The investigation begins by situating Descartes' project within what
Heidegger identifies as the ontotheological tradition - the persistent conflation of Being with
supreme being that characterizes Western metaphysics from Plato through Nietzsche. While
Descartes' methodological doubt purports to achieve radical new foundations for philosophy,
Heidegger reveals how it remains thoroughly embedded within unexamined Scholastic
assumptions about substance (substantia) and presence (Anwesenheit). The famous cogito
ergo sum privileges epistemological certainty over ontological inquiry, taking the "sum" (I
am) as self-evident while systematically failing to interrogate the mode of Being proper to
the thinking thing.

Heidegger's critique exposes several fundamental oversights in Cartesian metaphysics
that have far-reaching consequences for philosophical inquiry. First and foremost is the
failure to recognize that all epistemological questions are necessarily grounded in a prior
understanding of Being. Descartes' entire project of searching for indubitable knowledge
presupposes but never examines what it means "to be" a knowing subject. This leads to the
second crucial oversight: the artificial separation of the thinking subject from its worldly
context. For Heidegger, Dasein is never an isolated thinking substance but is always already
engaged in practical dealings with equipment (Zeug) within a referential totality
(Bewandtnisganzheit). The third major oversight involves Descartes' uncritical adoption of
medieval substance ontology, particularly in treating both res cogitans and res extensa as
distinct kinds of present-at-hand (vorhanden) entities rather than examining their more
primordial modes of being. This triple failure results in what Heidegger calls the "forgetting
of Being" (Seinsvergessenheit), where the fundamental ontological question is obscured by
preoccupations with epistemological certainty.

The paper's central contribution lies in its systematic demonstration of how Heidegger's
concept of Being-in-the-world (In-der-Welt-sein) provides the philosophical resources to
overcome Cartesian dualism at its very roots. Through careful analysis of key Heideggerian
concepts - including thrownness (Geworfenheit), projection (Entwurf), and care (Sorge) - the
study shows how Dasein's Being is fundamentally temporal and pragmatic rather than
substantial and representational. This analysis reveals that Descartes' conception of the
subject as res cogitans represents a derivative mode of Dasein's being, one that emerges from
more fundamental structures of worldly engagement. Particular attention is given to
Heidegger's radical reinterpretation of spatiality, where the Cartesian framework is shown to
be particularly inadequate. While Descartes reduces space to the measurable extension of res
extensa, Heidegger demonstrates how Dasein's spatiality emerges through de-severance
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(Ent-fernung) and directionality (Ausrichtung) - the ways we practically navigate and make
sense of our environment prior to any theoretical reflection. This pre-theoretical
understanding of space as lived rather than measured fundamentally challenges Cartesian
geometry's claim to ontological priority.

The investigation further explores how Heidegger's critique necessitates a complete
rethinking of traditional philosophical problems that have their roots in Cartesian
assumptions. The so-called mind-body problem, for instance, dissolves when we recognize
that both mind and body emerge from Dasein's more primordial Being as care. Similarly, the
problem of external world skepticism appears as a pseudo-problem arising from the false
premise of an isolated subject. Even our understanding of truth undergoes a radical
transformation - from correspondence (adaequatio) to unconcealment (alétheia) - when
viewed through Heidegger's ontological framework. These conceptual shifts collectively
represent what the paper argues is nothing less than a second Copernican revolution in
philosophy - one that displaces the thinking subject from its privileged position and recenters
philosophical inquiry on the question of Being itself.

The study also examines the historical trajectory of Cartesian influence, showing how
subsequent philosophical developments - from Kant's transcendental subject to Husserl's
phenomenological reductions - remain trapped within subject-object metaphysics despite
their attempts to overcome Cartesian dualism. Heidegger's fundamental ontology, by
contrast, achieves a more radical break by calling into question the very framework that
makes such dualism possible. This is accomplished through what Heidegger calls the
"destruction" (Destruktion) of the metaphysical tradition - not a rejection but a careful
dismantling that retrieves forgotten possibilities for thinking about Being.

In its concluding sections, the paper considers contemporary implications of Heidegger's
critique for various fields where Cartesian assumptions continue to exert often unrecognized
influence. In cognitive science, for instance, the computational theory of mind remains
deeply indebted to Cartesian representationalism. Artificial intelligence research frequently
operates with tacit Cartesian assumptions about the nature of consciousness and cognition.
Even ecological philosophy struggles to fully escape subject-object dichotomies in its
conceptualization of human-environment relations. The paper argues that only by fully
working through Heidegger's deconstruction of Descartes can contemporary thought move
beyond the aporias of subject-object metaphysics and develop more adequate frameworks
for understanding human existence and its worldly engagements.

Methodologically, the study employs close textual analysis of key passages from both
Heidegger and Descartes, while also engaging with important secondary literature in both
continental and analytic traditions. Special attention is given to the way Heidegger's critique
develops throughout his work, from the early Freiburg lectures to his later reflections on
technology. The paper also addresses potential objections to Heidegger's reading of
Descartes, particularly those that accuse Heidegger of constructing a straw man version of
Cartesian philosophy. Through careful philological analysis, the study demonstrates that
Heidegger's interpretation, while certainly transformative, remains grounded in a
sophisticated reading of Descartes' texts.

Ultimately, this investigation shows how Heidegger's critique of Cartesian metaphysics
opens new pathways for philosophical inquiry that are only beginning to be fully explored.
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By shifting focus from epistemological certainty to ontological understanding, from isolated
subjectivity to Being-in-the-world, and from present-at-hand objects to equipmental
totalities, Heidegger provides conceptual resources that remain vital for addressing
contemporary philosophical problems. The paper concludes by suggesting directions for
future research that might build on Heidegger's critique to develop new approaches to
consciousness, embodiment, and our relationship to technology - approaches that would be
impossible within the confines of Cartesian dualism.
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