-

Shenakht is a persian word which means knowledge

Shenalkht

Print ISSN: 2008-7322 Online ISSN: 2588-7203

Metaphilosophy and the Production of Space: A
Metaphilosophical Reading of the Politics of Space and the
Creation of the Modern City in Lefebvre's Thought

Bayan Karim

i {2 | Masoud Binandeh?

I Assistant Professor,Department of Philosophy, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran.

Email: karimi.bayan@uok.ac.ir

2 . Kurdish History and Culture Research Department, Kurdistan Studies Institute, University of Kurdistan,

Sanandaj, Iran. Email: m.binandeh@uok.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 30 July 2025
Accepted: 21 August 2025
Published: 21 September 2025

Keywords:

Lefebvre, metaphilosophy,
production of space, politics
of space, city

A significant part of contemporary transformation is linked to social and
urban relations. Such changes must be examined beyond traditional
philosophical approaches and within the context of urban society and its
associated material and cultural dynamics. From a metaphilosophical
perspective, urban reality is both a socio-political-economic construct and
a generative force that simultaneously produces and expresses social
relations on both material and cultural levels. Traditional philosophy has
typically detached its concepts from concrete contexts and lived bodies,
striving for totalization and identity. Lefebvre’s metaphilosophy rejects
the imposition of such disembodied totality and abstract rationality on the
city. Instead, it creates independent and spontaneous practical-material
forms within the fabric of everyday urban life to engage with reality.
This study aims to examine Lefebvre’s metaphilosophical insights into
the politics of space and his role in redefining and reshaping urban space.
In this context, overcoming the traditional concept of space and imagining
a dynamic, functionalist notion of space is proposed as a central aspect of
realizing metaphilosophy—through which concrete, practical, and
embodied approaches to space emerge. The central questions of this
investigation are: To what extent did Lefebvre, by proposing
metaphilosophy as a tool to critique traditional philosophy, convey a
deeper understanding of the relationship between subject and space and
thus arrive at a new definition of the modern city? And what possibilities
does this reading open up? In this sense, metaphilosophy seeks moments
in which the city emerges as a product of collective civic practice, rather
than being presupposed as a phenomenon predetermined by dominant
discourses, as in metaphysical approaches.

Cite this article: Karimi, B. & Binandeh, M. (2025). Metaphilosophy and the Production of Space: A
Metaphilosophical Reading of the Politics of Space and the Creation of the Modern City in
Lefebvre's Thought. Shenakht, 18(90/2), 53-71.
http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.239979.1324

Copyright © The Author(s). This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. Published
by Shahid Beheshti University.
http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.239979.1324



http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.239617.1320
file:///C:/Users/majafari/Desktop/1404/89-2شناخت/90/کریمی-%20بیننده/karimi.bayan@uok.ac.ir
file:///C:/Users/majafari/Desktop/1404/89-2شناخت/90/کریمی-%20بیننده/m.binandeh@uok.ac.ir
http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.239617.1320
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1988-9271
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2692-0158

Shenakht, University of shahid Beheshti, Volume 18, 2025. pp.53-71 54

Extended Abstract

In today's world, it is essential to examine the critical implications of metaphilosophical
approaches for the analysis of urban space and politics. Henri Lefebvre, a critic of
traditional philosophy and a pioneering figure in metaphilosophy and its relation to the
spatial turn, is widely recognized in interdisciplinary fields such as philosophy, social
sciences, sociology, architecture and urbanism. His seminal works The Production of
Space, The Urban and The Right to the City open up new ways of understanding the
complexity of the structure and experience— of modernity, based on a metaphilosophical
approach. These works not only offer a profound critique of urban space dominated by
discourses of power, but also suggest ways of rethinking and reconstructing approaches to
the production of space, architectural structures and urban landscapes. The core argument
of this investigation is that Lefebvre’s metaphilosophical framework is indispensable for
recognizing and creating more humane, inclusive spaces. The central question is: How
does Lefebvre's metaphilosophy — as a critical discourse that opposes dominant, totalizing
narratives — challenge the reproduction of traditional spaces? The point here is that space
resists a precise or definitive definition; it is never a predetermined quantity. The attempt
to rigidly define and delimit space (or any other phenomenon) leads to oversimplification,
erases differences and excludes its latent possibilities. By critiquing traditional,
predetermined readings of space, the metaphilosophical approach emphasizes the
production of spaces that incorporate differences, different ways of living and the creative
potential of everyday life— - thus reinventing and reconstructing the concepts of space and
city. This approach serves as an antidote to Western philosophical traditions that have
imposed fixed, taken-for-granted principles through homogenizing and systematic
interpretations. Such traditions stifle creative possibilities and emancipatory moments
while exacerbating the annihilation of difference. The establishment of logos comes at the
price of suppressing all those dimensions of human existence that elude such partial and
absolutist foundations.

The research method used in this study is descriptive-analytical. First, Lefebvre's ideas
on the concepts of space, metaphilosophy, the modern city, the politics of space and their
interrelations are examined and analyzed. The possibilities of the metaphilosophical
approach in relation to the production of space are then evaluated. The author has
endeavored to collect key themes from written documents, library resources and reputable
databases in order to analyze and critique traditional readings of space while highlighting
the importance of Lefebvre's thought.

Space is not a neutral container — it is both produced (it bears historical traces) and
productive (it is a tool for both hegemony and revolution). In other words, it is the product
of social relations, but it also actively shapes social relations and behaviors. This spatial
structure enables or enforces certain habits, actions and practices. For Lefebvre, politics is
therefore, at its most fundamental level, the politics of space, since politics involves the
construction or invention of new spaces — and thus new ways of being, new patterns of
behavior and new spatial practices. This process, in turn, favors the creation of a new
everyday life and new social rhythms. For Lefebvre, urban life and the city were once a
living creative process and a work of art — and they need to reclaim this potential for
imaginative making, creative action and spaces shaped by human experience. Ancient and
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medieval cities were more than mere trading markets or sites of capital accumulation.They
grew organically in response to the needs of their inhabitants, foregrounding social and
public spaces (the agora, the assembly, the forum) as key features of collective belonging
and shared urban experience.

Space is neither a subject nor an object, but rather a production and an effect — a
constellation of relationships and processes. Metaphilosophical space cannot be reduced to
either its material or its mental aspect; through the visible and hidden layers of imagination,
creation and construction, it remains a human surplus that resists the complete
commodification and abstraction of space. Lefebvre’s metaphilosophical reading provides
a critical framework for rethinking the city as a space of possibility and resistance. The
inherent contradictions and inconsistencies of everyday life and space lead to a
fundamental rupture in the process of totalizing the city and its fixed definition, for the
production of urban space is an ongoing, unfinished process. In this context, space must be
seen as an instrument for the renewal and reconstruction of the city — as a living space, a
work of art, a place of play, a possibility for plural identities and alternative forms of living
— and not just as a safe space that serves the needs of power and capital.

Pure philosophy ignores the complexity and richness of human existence by presenting
universal historical narratives. It ignores individual experiences and feelings and reduces
man to a one-dimensional being serving a particular historical purpose. In other words, ,
instead of dealing with the real and concrete issues of human life, philosophy deals with
useless abstractions and generalizations. Instead of helping people to understand and make
sense of their lives, philosophers keep them in illusion and misdirection. Philosophers link
historical events to a “universal purpose” (such as progress, freedom, or salvation) and thus
give them meaning. But this universal purpose is often abstract and general and does not
correspond to people's real experiences. Traditional philosophy presents history as a
straightforward, purposeful progression, whereas reality is much more complex and
random. In doing so, philosophers reduce history to a series of predetermined events and
ignore the diversity and multiplicity of people in shaping history.
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