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The emergence of "metaphilosophy" as a distinct field of inquiry can be
seen as a response to the contemporary crisis of philosophy—namely, its
struggle to justify both its authenticity and its practical relevance. Yet this
very crisis may also yield significant opportunities for philosophical
thinking, particularly by providing a framework for a systematic and
problem-oriented re-reading of the history of philosophy. This paper
examines key elements of Heidegger’s thought through the lens of
contemporary metaphilosophical models, aiming to clarify their potential
contribution to ongoing philosophical debates. To this end, we begin by
reviewing four dominant paradigms identified in the metaphilosophical
literature as fundamental modes of philosophizing—namely, Platonism,
philosophy as the logic of science, philosophy as transcendental inquiry,
and philosophy as worldview. We then explore Heidegger’s relation to
each of these approaches. Subsequently, in light of contemporary
discussions about the methodological status of philosophy, we reconsider
Heidegger’s account of what philosophy is, with particular attention to the
problem of method. Finally, we conclude by framing this reassessment as
a prelude to the broader question of whether a reconciliation—or even a
synthesis—between these traditions remains possible in our present
philosophical horizon.
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Extended Abstract

Since its origins in ancient Greece, philosophy has consistently grappled with the challenge
of justifying its legitimacy as an autonomous domain of knowledge—irreducible to myth,
religion, or science. The question concerning the essence of philosophy is neither preliminary
nor dismissible; addressing it requires a clarification of the essential components of any
philosophical system. In recent decades, a body of inquiry devoted to the nature and
methodology of philosophy has emerged under the heading of metaphilosophy. Three
interrelated axes constitute the core of metaphilosophical discourse: (1) the relation between
philosophy and the natural and human sciences, (2) the question of philosophical "progress,"
and (3) the analysis of the historical totality referred to as the "history of philosophy."

The first axis interrogates the epistemic exchange between philosophy and the sciences,
raising two guiding questions: Is there a meaningful connection between philosophy and
science, and are the sciences theoretically dependent on philosophy? Conversely, can
philosophy benefit from the achievements of the sciences in refining its methods or content?
The second axis investigates whether philosophy allows for a notion of progress analogous
to that in the sciences, and, more broadly, how philosophical activity is to be evaluated. The
third axis, which closely overlaps with the other two, examines whether philosophy can be
separated from its historical development, and whether the history of philosophical thought
follows a coherent or logical trajectory.

These questions provide a framework through a problem-oriented, systematic re-
engagement with the philosophical canon. Given that each of these concerns is addressed—
explicitly or implicitly—in Martin Heidegger’s philosophical thought, the present study aims
to extract and examine Heidegger’s responses to the foundational questions of
metaphilosophy. In doing so, the study develops a tentative framework for a "Heideggerian
metaphilosophy" and explores its potential contributions to contemporary crises in
philosophy.

Among various metaphilosophical models proposed in the literature, four are selected
for their conceptual proximity to Heidegger’s ideas. Each is briefly outlined and then
critically compared to Heidegger’s philosophy:

1. Platonism: This model posits philosophy as a unique source of truth and views
philosophical activity as a path of spiritual and existential discipline toward truths
inaccessible to other fields. Heidegger’s relationship to this model is ambivalent. On
the one hand, he identifies Plato’s theory of Forms as the origin of metaphysical
thinking—a deviation from the original openness to Being—and critiques
metaphysical theology as onto-theology. On the other hand, his rejection of
naturalism and his later meditative engagement with technology and nature align him
with certain aspects of Platonic philosophy and praxis.

2. Philosophy as the Logic of Science: Here, philosophy serves to explicate the
foundations and conditions of scientific inquiry. While Heidegger would resist
reducing philosophy to a theory of science, his early thought offers a philosophical
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groundwork for science. His distinction between ready-to-hand and present-at-hand
objects, and his emphasis on the secondary and derivative status of theoretical
knowledge relative to practical understanding, constitute a foundational logic of
science grounded in existential structures.

3. Philosophy as Transcendental Inquiry: This model distinguishes philosophy from
science by denying it the status of a truth-producing enterprise and instead assigning
it the role of second-order analysis of the conditions for knowledge. Crucially, it seeks
to avoid naturalism. Heidegger’s early philosophy resonates strongly with this model.
His articulation of the ontological difference and the pre-theoretical understanding of
Being embedded in Dasein provide a transcendental ground for the possibility of
knowledge and mark a radical departure from empiricist and positivist
epistemologies.

4. Philosophy as Worldview: This model concerns itself with practical-existential
questions such as the meaning of life, free will, and the human response to suffering.
While Heidegger resists reducing his thought to existentialism, his themes of
authenticity, being-toward-death, care (Sorge), and alienation contribute significantly
to a philosophical worldview. His later focus on nihilism, poetic dwelling, celebration
(Fest), and releasement (Gelassenheit) offers an alternative mode of engagement with
Being, technology, nature, and ecology—suggesting a world-disclosive dimension to
his legacy.

Building on these four models, the article reconstructs Heidegger’s metaphilosophical
stance on the three central metaphilosophical questions. Though Heidegger ultimately
situates modern science within the conceptual framework of metaphysics, his early
philosophy defends the transcendental primacy of philosophy over science. Regarding the
history of philosophy and the possibility of progress, Heidegger rejects the separation
between philosophy and its history. He interprets the post-Platonic trajectory as a decline
rooted in the forgetting of Being, and through his notion of the "end of philosophy," he
proposes an alternative to metaphysical thought.

Finally, the study examines Heidegger’s approach to methodological issues in
metaphilosophy, as well as his influence on the analytic—continental divide. It challenges the
claim that phenomenology is the defining method of the continental tradition and argues that
Heidegger’s approach resists any strict methodological classification. If one were to apply
metaphilosophical categories, Heidegger would best be described as advocating for
methodological pluralism, especially in his later turn toward art and poetry as non-conceptual
modes of thinking. The study also maintains that methodological naturalism underlies the
analytic tradition through family resemblances and chains of influence. In contrast,
Heidegger’s treatment of science, his rejection of methodological monism, and his critique
of propositional knowledge position him in fundamental opposition to the core commitments
of analytic philosophy. Accordingly, any metaphilosophical project that seeks to unify or
reconcile contemporary philosophical traditions must seriously reckon with these tensions.
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2. ontologische differenz / ontological difference
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1. sorge / care

2.befindlichkeit / mood
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1. gestell / enframing
2. gelassenheit / releasement
3. lichtung / clearing
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1. fest / festival
2. das dichterische wohnen / poetic dwelling
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1. besinnliches denken / reflective thinking

2. rechnendes denken / calculative thinking
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